14 JUL 2002
Sports-Cycling
LANGKAW BACK ON LE TOUR ROUTE

PUTRAJAYA, July 14 (Bernama) -- After having mssed this year's race,
the i sland of Langkawi will return as the starting venue for the Le Tour de
Langkawi 2003.

The picturesque island will host the individual time trial race of the
eighth edition of the region's prem er cycling race, which is organi sed
annually by First Cartel (M Sdn Bhd.

"The history of this Tour has its beginnings in the island of Langkaw
and we are naturally pleased to be headi ng back there next year," said
First Cartel executive chairnman Dat uuk Wan Lokman Dat uk Paduka Wan | br ahi m
at the launching of Le Tour de Langkawi 2003 here today.

Wth the Tour taking a newroute, the states of Johor and Mel aka will
not be included as venues for next year's race. This is due to the fact
that the nunber of race days has been reduced to 10.

Anong t he new venues are Butterworth, Kulim Tanah Merah, Marang,
Chukai and Serenban.

"I amparticularly delighted to announce that there are several new
towns inthis year's race. | amcertain these towns will benefit
extensively fromthe Tour. Above all, we hope this will help to pronote
other parts of the country to the rest of the world," Van Lokman sai d.

Le Tour de Langkawi 2003 was officially |l aunched by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who i s al so the race patron, here today.

Sponsors, race officials, staff, volunteers, representatives of various
governnent agencies, the nedia and national cyclists were anong t hose who
attended the | aunch cerenony.

Al t hough there are several changes to the route, a mainstay of the
Tour, the treacherous clinb up Genting Hi ghl ands, remains.

Genting, as in the past, will also be where the eventual w nner of the
tour will be decided. The only difference this year is that therideto
Genti ng begi ns I n Serenban.

Kual a Lunmpur will once again host the grand finale, an exciting
criteriumaround the city centre.

Wan Lokman said the status of next year's Tour had not been deci ded yet
by UCI, the world cycling governing body.

First Cartel have applied to UCI to upgrade the Tour fromits current
2.3 status. The UCI are expected to decide on the rating next nonth.

Le Tour de Langkaw has rapidly developed froma 2.5 rated anmat eur race
when it was i ntroduced in 1996 into one of the richest stage races in the
wor | d t oday.

The Tel ekom Mal aysi a Le Tour de Langkawi that was held earlier this
year attracted seven Trade One teans and was given a rating of 2.3.

The 2003 race will take place fromJan 31 to Feb 9.
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