23/ 01/ 2002
Towar ds fast concl usion of talks

Ram an Sai d; Chok Suat Ling

BANG , Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad today said
Mal aysi a wants di scussions with Singapore on a broad range of issues,

i ncludi ng water supply, to be conpleted fast.

But this could not be realised followi ng the republic's disagreenment on
wat er pricing.

"Singapore is asking for terns that we cannot accept. They want to pay
45 sen per 1,000 gallons which we think is too cheap, considering that
Hong Kong pays China RVB per 1,000 gallons."

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to el aborate on his statenment yesterday
t hat Mal aysi an and Si ngaporean officials had failed to conclude tal ks on
an agreenent reached |ast Septenber involving several issues.

He was speaking at a Press conference after | aunching Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysia's Career Day at its main canpus here.

G ving the historical background on how the current price of three sen
was fixed, Dr Mahathir said:

"It was determned at a tinme when Singapore was about to join Mlaysia.
So the attitude then was quite different ... not a foreign country as
such. Al so, the agreenment was drawn up by the British, which of course
favoured Si ngapore.”

The Prime Mnister felt the discussions should not go on indefinitely.

He al so said the bridge project |inking Johor Baru and the republic
woul d not be affected by the delay in concluding the agreenent.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore | ast Septenber agreed in principle to resolve al
out st andi ng i ssues between them

The agreenent was reached during bilateral discussions jointly chaired
by Dr Mahat hir and Singapore Senior M nister Lee Kuan Yew in Putrajaya

The two countries agreed that officials fromboth sides would work out
the details of a final agreement which would be signed by the Prine
M ni sters of both countries.

The out standi ng i ssues include the sale of water to Singapore, the
poi nts of agreenent for the devel opnment of railway | and owned by KTM Bhd,
and the status of the Ml aysian Custons, inmmgration and quarantine
facility at the KTMB station in Tanjung Pagar

Two ot her issues concern the use of Ml aysi an airspace by the Singapore
Air Force and withdrawal s from Singapore's Central Provident Fund by our
wor ker s.

Both sides al so agreed to a proposal by Mal aysia to construct a new
bridge linking the two countries and denolish the Causeway after the
conpletion of the bridge in 2007. No time frame was given for signing the
final agreenent.

Regarding Pas, he said it had no synpathy at all for Keadilan. "In fact,
when Anwar (Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim was still in Umo, Pas was the one
which first accused himof indulging in imoral activities. But when they
see the person could be used, they used him"
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