26/ 06/ 2002

Letting go, noving on

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s decision to resign has
proven to be irreversible, postponed to Cctober next year at the behest of
the people to ensure a snooth transition for his successor, Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .

It is hard to imagine national |life without Dr Mahathir. There is no
qguestion that Dr Mahathir is a towering figure. Hi s preoccupations wth
the creation of a proud, independent and dynam c nation are an act of
historical imagination that not only nmade it possible for us to fathomthe
ni ght mares of a downtrodden nation in colonial tines but also, to dream
the glories of a resurrected nation. The gift of self-esteem the power of
i magi nati on and the neans to be all that we can possibly be - Dr Mahathir
i nparted these to generations of Ml aysians. Wich explains the people's
enotional difficulty in letting himgo, for could a father resign from
f at her hood?

Hurt and angry as sone Mal ays are at his exposition of "the exposed"

t he Mal ays’ weaknesses and the challenges he threw them all wll agree
that Dr Mahathir penetrated and conprehended the Malay soul in a way no
other Malay politician has. It is not only what he did that bestirs the
Mal ay psyche but al so, what he was and is. If he nade m stakes, there was
never a hint of dishonesty, inpropriety or gross inefficiency.

The severest critic of Dr Mahathir will be conpelled to admre the
manner of his going. In the whole history of denocratic politics, there
are few exanples of prime mnisters retiring voluntarily at the hei ght of
their powers. In his long reign, this is one of the tinmes when his
political stature is at a peak in the country and abroad. H s Gover nment
has rarely seenmed nore secure. And his health and boundl ess energy are
amazingly good for a man of 76. Indeed, if he w shed, as we all do, he
could remain in power for many years yet and triunph in another genera
el ection.

Based on the party's track record, political finesse and pragmatism we
can expect post-Mihathir Umo to further strengthen its deeply-held val ues
that are deemed to underpin Malaysia's stability and viability. Succession
tends to be a thorny issue in political parties everywhere - a situation
we avoi d, thanks to Dr Mahathir's far-sightedness in appointing Abdul |l ah
as his successor.

True, Dr Mahathir will |eave Abdullah with a hard act to follow But
Abdul | ah can hold his own. He is regarded with affection across the
political divide. It would be a m stake to underestimate him as is the
case with sone who see his M Cean and M Nice CGuy | abels as signs that
he is indecisive and cautious. Those who renmenber himfromhis days as
Nati onal Operations Council secretary will testify to his firmess,
borderi ng on cowboy toughness. Tough enough to end intra-party spits and
spats.

It has been said that personal progression within political parties is
determ ned by the Disraelian adage, "Damm your principles and stick to
your party." Possessed of the art of party politics, Abdullah could do
both - stick to his principles and party. H's faithful ness to principles
rat her than personal anbition enabled himto ride out political stormns
with his integrity and political support intact.

Doubt | ess, Abdullah's integrity wins himthe rakyat's confidence and
support. Bound together by shared values and nutual responsibilities, Umo



and Barisan Nasional conmponents will readily rally behind Abdullah to
ensure the country's continui ng progress.
In respecting Dr Mahathir's resignation, it is instructive to note the

words of Justice Joseph Story, "Wat is personal liberty if it does not
draw after it the right to enjoy the fruits of our own industry? Wat is
political liberty if it inparts only perpetual poverty to us and all our

posterity? What is the privilege of a vote if the mgjority of the hour may
sweep away the earnings of our whole |ives?"
Progress and prosperity are now ours. After years of selfless service,
Dr Mahathir deserves to enjoy his personal liberty - but only after
Oct ober 2003.
( END)
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