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LMSFA on cue for a revol ution
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JUST three days ago, in a little sleepy district in Perak that's now
better known for it's durians, curry nmee, and char kueh teow, a
significant chapter was inserted into the annals of Ml aysian sport when
the Larut, Matang and Sel ama District FA (LMSFA) - once known as Tai ping
FA - included a clause in its Constitution to set a termlimt for its
pr esi dent .

And the person who had chanpi oned the cause to set that two-termlimt
of not nore than four years, was the president hinself, Datuk Abdullah
H shan Hi sham

Some may scoff at it, many m ght pour scorn on it, a few would be
thrilled about it, while the rest would be just plain indifferent. This
woul d just about sumup the typical Ml aysian reaction to change.

But when you consider the danage to sport that inconpetent and apathetic
| eadershi p had caused at just about all levels of it, what LMSFA and
H shan did on that Saturday evening at the King Edward VII Secondary
School, was kick-start a revolution that could hel p rescue Ml aysi an
sport.

This significant nove to limt presidents and key officials to shorter
terns of office would not only rid sport of inept |eaders, but also
i ntroduce into the equation nore passionate | eaders and new concepts.

And don't we all know that soccer can do with this change.

Qur beloved Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has call ed
for it, Malaysians want to see it happen, and the sport itself has been
crying for it.

And with the LMSFA setting the cue for this revolution, the onus shoul d
now be on all State FAs - the main cause of Mal aysi an soccer's destruction
- to re-evaluate the situation, re-exam ne thenselves, and nore
inmportantly initiate this constitutional change that has becone so cruci al
to the sal vage operation of Ml aysi an soccer

For it has becone comon know edge that the | eadership at this | evel of
the sport is either bankrupt of ideas, or just plain indifferent. In sone
cases, its both. Sadly, the poor quality of the M League, bears testinony
to the inept |eadership of State football associations.

There are no nore those exciting players who could Iift the quality of
the gane or even a match. And that's mainly because State FAs have been
guilty of neglecting devel opnent at schools and district |evels.

VWhen Ml aysi an soccer went sem -professional in 1989, and fully
prof essional a few years later, the focus was on the M League. And the
result of that was the deterioration of the school, district, and club
| eagues.

In their haste to sign on players, State FAs all but broke their backs
by payi ng out hefty wages. There was no budget for district and club
| eagues.

VWi ch is why H shan, a forner Perak youth player and now a busi nessman
decided it was tine to revive activities in Taiping, the district he grew
up in. Gven his passion for the gane and his penchant for success, he
rescued the district fromits financial chains and set it free. They were
inthe red to the tune of RWO0, 000, and now they are in the bl ack

There wasn't a | eague. But now there are 53 teans registered in the
LMSFA district | eague. And after Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi | aunched the | eague in May, the district FA conpleted three



tournanents of 168 nmatches over two nonths. In Decenber they will hold
their LMSFA Soccer Awards Ni ght.

To revive interest in the district, H shan flew in former Singapore star
Fandi Ahmad into Tai pi ng to conduct coaching clinics for the schools. Mre
than 200 boys attended the clinics.

Next year, LMSFA will be organising a schools |eague for the under-12,
under-14, under-16, and under-18 school boys. In addition to that, they
wi |l be holding discussions with forner Manchester Cty | egend, Ken Barnes
on how his Soccer Skills programre can hel p devel op the gane in the
district.

VWhat is crucial here is that LMSFA and Hi shan have realised that for
soccer to thrive again, districts and schools nmust play key roles in this
equation. No anount of nmoney will save the sport if the gane at these
| evel s keep bei ng negl ect ed.

The FA of Ml aysia hands out RML.4 nillion to its State FAs every year,
but how much of that has been going into devel opnent, is visibly reflected
in the MLeague - the Medi ocre League.

VWhat the sport could do with is bring in nore people Iike H shan at
these levels, for this is where the rot has been deeply entrenched.

And maybe then Taiping will also be known for its soccer stars, just as
it was in the 60s and 70s when they had players |ike Syed Ahmad, M
Kar at hu, and V. Krishnasany.
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