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Mahat hi r- Musl i s
DON T BLAME | SLAM FOR WOES OF THE UMMAH, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Mohd Fisol Jaafar and Miin Abdul Mjid

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister today said Muslins
themsel ves are at fault for the sad state of affairs they are in now and
shoul d not point fingers at others or blame Islamitself for their fate.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said | sl amwas never wrong but the
foll owers thensel ves often were wong intheir interpretation and practice
of Islam

"Renmenber that the sad plight of the Muslins of today is our own doing,
due to our not really practising Islam" he said when delivering a
strongl y-wor ded keynot e address at the Seventh Conference of the Mnisters
of Endowrent and Islanmic Affairs here.

He said the fate of the Miuslins today was of their own maki ng and
sonet hi ng that was not ordai ned

"It is basically because they ignore the true teachings of Islam the
i njunctions of the Al-Quran and the gui dance of true Hadis. They quote the
Quran often enough but only to explain away their wong deeds.

"They can even expl ain why they, as Miuslinms, deny that all Mislinms are
their brothers as taught by I sl am And havi ng decl ared certain Mislins as
apostates, they then kill these Muslins in the nanme of Islam" he said.

Dr Mahathir said as aresult, Muslins and I slam c countri es were weak
and i ncapabl e of protecting thensel ves and their countries which saw
Muslins living in poverty and mi sery.

"The result is Jenin," he said, in an apparent reference to the |srael
m |itary onsl aught on t he Pal esti ni an refugee settl enent whi ch reportedly
| eft dozens killed and many i njured.

Under scoring his di sappoi ntmrent on the sad plight of the Muslins, the
Prime Mnister invited his audience to reflect on why a glorious Miuslim
enpire centred i n Granada spanni ng over 13 centuries coll apsed in the hands
of the Spaniards in 1492.

"Many Muslins accept the demise of the Muslimenpire as “takdir', as
Allah's will. Muslins never really studied the role that they thensel ves
pl ayed whi ch brought about their downfall. They never bl amed t hensel ves, "
he said.

Dr Mahathir noted that Muslins had done little to save the enpire and
civilisation and al so to save thensel ves fromoppression and their religion
from bei ng di shonour ed.

He went on to drawthe attenti on of conference participants to the poor
econom ¢ standi ng of the unmah, resultingintheir inability to help fellow
Muslims in need.

There was a nisconception that being rich was sinful when in actua
fact the Islam c teachi ng hel d that bei ng poor was cl ose to bei ng "kufur"
or unlslamc, he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the Muslinms were uniformy poor, then charity woul d
not be possible and the poor could not benefit fromthe generosity that was
enj oi ned by | sl amupon Musli ns.

Therefore, he said it was inportant for Muslinms to work hard and
increase their wealth to enable themto pay zakat, practise al ms-giving and
build infrastructures for the benefit of fell ow Mislins.

Dr Mahathir said showered with all kinds of resources, it would be
sinful for a Muslimsociety not to strive to develop itself.

The Prine M nister said it was clear that the teachings of Islam if
foll owed by the ummah, woul d result in an equitable and just society and a



rich and powerful one.

" Equi ppi ng oursel ves with know edge and skills and using themto enrich
oursel ves and our countries is therefore the sine qua non of fulfilling the
injunction of Islamto be charitable and to endow our wealth for the
performance and propagation of our faith.

"The weal thier we are, the nore we can endow and t he stronger will be
the unmmah, " he added.

Dr Mahathir also regretted that nany had poked fun at the Organisation
of Islam c Conference (OC) for its ineffectiveness.

"l am ashaned that many anong Muslins and non- Muslinms have nmade fun of
the O Csaying that it stands for "Oh! | see'. The inplicationis that we
just see and we do nothing," he said.

He acknow edged that the O C had not been remarkable since its
i nception w th menbers sel domagreeing on i ssues and its agenci es had
failed to deliver.

- - BERNANA

MAM MFJ AO



	DON'T BLAME ISLAM FOR WOES OF THE UMMAH, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 07/05/2002)

