20/ 07/ 2002
PM Rigid interpretation of Islam hindering progress

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Narrow, rigid and errant interpretations of Islamare
hi nderi ng many of the world's Muslins fromattaining their full potenti al
in fields crucial to their security and survival, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday.

"It is not Islamwhich obstructs our progress.

"It is the wong and rigid inter-pretations which we are taught that
hi nder progress,” the Prime Mnister said in his keynote address at the
Kual a Lunmpur International Forumon Islam- Kalif 2002 - here today.

Speaki ng to an audi ence of international Islamc scholars and
academ ci ans, Dr Mhathir pointed out that know edge was a tool to empower
t he unmah.

However, he added: "Pure know edge will get us nowhere unless we |earn
how to apply that know edge to our advantage or for the betternent of our
lives."

In his rmuch-antici pated keynote address entitled "The State of the
Muslim Worl d Today: Knowl edge as a Tool of MuslimPolitical Empowernent”,
Dr Mahathir el aborated on how I sl am had been m sinterpreted and corrupted
with negativity, leading to the decline of the Mislimworld.

ohserving that there was not a single Miuslimcountry anong today's
devel oped nations, he said this was due to the "confined" thoughts and
blind interpretations of the religion.

Recal ing how el ectricity, mechani sed vehicles and nodern weaponry were
deenmed haram at one tine or another, he said Miuslins suffered great
set backs during the Industrial Revolution and were still suffering due to
such injunctions.

"We may think that it is unrealistic, if not silly to | abel industrial
products as haram but in those days they were fanatically serious in
consi dering themas haram" he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms nmust acquire know edge while discarding
negative val ues and attitudes.

"The majority of Muslins today do not believe in worldly well-being,

i ncluding world security. They do not believe that Mislinms can ever be as
advanced as the devel oped countries.

"Instead they believe there is already a Muslimrenai ssance as evi denced
by the obvious piety of nore Muslins and their return to dress codes which
are considered Muslim"

Calling on Muslins to reject the idea that know edge of Islamwas the
only know edge they needed, the Prine Mnister urged the younger
generation of Muslinms to venture into all possible fields of know edge.

He said Muslins worl dwi de should co-operate as a single force to enrich
the ummah with know edge, and consequently with political clout.

"I'n the quest for know edge there nmust be division of [abour. Wthin the
Musl i m comunity which nunmbers 1.3 billion, every field of know edge can
be pursued. And new fields nmust be uncovered all the tine. And certainly
t here nust al ways be an adequat e nunber who pursue religious know edge.

"This division of |abour within the ummah will result not only in an
enpower ed soci ety but a bal anced one."

In conclusion, Dr Mahathir said there was no "quick fix" but know edge
could rai se and enpower Mislimconmunities if the unmah was prepared to
col l ectively overcone the hindrances in acquiring know edge.

"It is easy to agree that know edge is a tool for our politica



enpower nent but mere agreenment is not going to |l ead us anywhere. W really
do not need nore seminars and conferences which will end up with the
obvi ous concl usi ons.

"W need to act, and how we should act to inplenment the obvious is what
shoul d occupy our mnds and our tinme now. "

Earlier in his welcom ng remarks, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who was al so patron of the forumtoday, expressed
the hope that Kalif would evolve into an annual reference point for
del i berating i ssues concerning the Islamc world.

He told the participants that Dr Mahathir was the nost "qualified"
person to set the tone for the forumas he was recogni sed worl dwi de as a
successful Musliml eader

"He has shown that Mislinms can face the chall enges of nodernity,
devel opnent, gl obalisation, pluralismand technol ogi cal advancenent.
Modern Mal aysia is a testanent to his | eadership.

"By stressing substance and not just form he has been able to uplift
the lives of Muslinms in this country through peace, prosperity, justice
and spiritual devel opnent,” Abdul | ah said.

Speaking at a Press conference later, Dr Mahathir said Mislim schol ars
and academ cans nust strive to pull Islamout of the "web of ms-
under st andi ng" that had hanpered the progress of the religion and its
fol |l owers.

"There is still msunderstanding about Islamand it is necessary for us
to clear these m sconceptions. One way of doing this is of course to hold
nmore inter-faith forums, involving Miuslinms and non-Mislins.”
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