09 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Koi zum
MAHATHI R AND KO ZUM TO TERRCRI SM | SSUE

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d t oday
he will discuss terrorismas well as several issues of joint interest with
Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro Koizum at their neeting here tonorrow

"Maybe i ssues on educati on and human resources hi ghlighted by Asean + 3
will also be discussed,” the prine mnister told reporters at the Hone
Mnistry's Hari Raya gathering here.

Koi zum is scheduled to arrive here tonorrow for a one-day visit to
Mal aysi a as part of his tour of several Asean countries.

He is al so scheduled to visit the Philippines, Thailand, |ndonesia and
Si ngapore. This is his first visit to the regi on since becom ng prine
m ni ster last June.

Dr Mahat hir said he and Koi zumi woul d al so di scuss bil ateral and
economi ¢ i ssues.

Asked about the arrest of a Malaysian citizen by the Singapore
authorities for alleged terrorist activitiesinthe republic |ast nonth, he
sai d t he governnment woul d request for the extradition of Mal aysian citizens
arrested overseas if they were proven to be involved in crimnal cases.

"Extraditionis nornmally for crimnal cases, and for other cases we
normal ly don't extradite them" he said.

The Ml aysi an, a 39-year-ol d busi nessnman and a former Singaporean, was
arrested with 14 others under the republic's Internal Security Act (I SA)
bet ween Dec 9 and Dec 24 | ast year.

Dr Mahat hir said the Ml aysi an governnent was | ooking into the charges
t hat the Si ngapore governnment had agai nst hi mbefore taki ng any furt her
action.

Once investigations confirmed that the Mal aysi an was i nvol ved in
crimnal cases, the governnment woul d request for his extradition, he said.

Asked to comment on the resignation of Mal aysi an di pl onat Dat uk N.

Par ameswar an as Chief-of-Staff of the United Nations Transiti onal
Admi nistration in East Tinor (Untaet), Dr Mahathir said he needed to | ook
into the reasons for his resignation.

"I would like to find out what he said in his report,” he said.

Par ameswar an has cited all eged i ntervention fromUntaet's higher-ups
and the mission's "white" policy as reasons for his resignation which takes
effect from Sunday.

Asked on the "white" policy raised by Paranmeswaran, Dr Mhathir said:
"l don't know, | have to find out."
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