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Mahat hir-Di | emma
MAHATHI R SPELLS OUT DI LEMVAS CONFRONTI NG THE MALAYS

PETALI NG JAYA, July 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
toni ght spoke of two new dil emmas facing the Mal ays -- whether they want to
let a so-called Islamc party destroy themand the country, and whet her
they should do away with "crutches" in order to become a successful race.

The prime mnister said the enmergence of the party in the country had
resulted in the struggle to build the resilience of the Ml ays being
defl ected by the so-called religious inperatives invented by politica
I sl am

He said the country was now seeing the abuse of the teachings of |slam
as politicians fromthat party cashed in on the deep faith of the Ml ay
Muslinms to trap themand cl ose their m nds.

In his speech titled “~The New Malay Di |l emma' presented at the Harvard
Cl ub of Ml aysia dinner here, Dr Mahathir said: "The dilemm that the
Mal ays and t he peopl e of Ml aysia face is whether we should, in the nane of
denocracy, allowthe country to be destroyed or we ensure that people are
not subjected to mani pul ations to the point where they will use denocracy
to destroy denocracy."

Noti ng that nost denocratic countries were mindful of this possibility,
he said many so-called liberal denocracies did not allow Communi sts and
fascists to participate in their elections.

"They do this because they believe that if these parties win a
denocratic election they will put an end to denocracy. Can we take a | eaf
fromtheir book and risk condemati on for not being denocratic?" he said.

Dr Mahathir told his audi ence that many Mal ays, not really
under standi ng | sl am had been mi sl ed by the seeningly pious turban and
Arabic dress of the Islanic party | eaders.

They fanatically followed the dictates of this party even when this |led
to the country becom ng mi sgoverned and to val ues agai nst the teachi ngs of
I slam he said.

He said it was not far-fetched to say that for many Mal ays, their Ml ay
and I slam c val ues had been destroyed, and such was the deviation from
Mal ay and Islamc culture that many were willing to vote and support a
party whi ch "advocates vi ol ence, which curses and swears and is | ed by
i moral |eaders.”

"The end result of the deviation nust be the election of a bad
governnent and the stoppage of the efforts to ensure that the Ml ays remain
politically empowered and econonically as advanced as the other races,"” he
added.

The prinme minister said denmocracy was mai nly about the peopl e choosing
the governnment to rule the country but sonetines the majority of the people
m ght not be able to choose wi sely because they had been conpletely
br ai nwashed.

Wi | e enphasi sing that Mal aysia was committed to denpbcracy, Dr Mahathir
said that because of the brai nwashing by the so-called Islanic party, there
was every danger of the wong party being elected and form ng the
gover nnent .

"W have seen this happening in many countries where populist parties
whi ch prom se all kinds of inpossible things have been el ected by a
gullible electorate.

"It is possible for this to happen to Malaysia. It is entirely possible
for all the prosperity, the stability and the racial harnony to be



destroyed,"” he said.

Turning to the dil enma of whether the Ml ays should or should not do
away With "crutches" or special privileges and assistance fromthe
governnent, Dr Mahathir said there was a minority of Ml ays who were
confident enough to think of doing away with the crutches, albeit
gradual ly.

Noting that their nunbers were not going to increase any tinme soon, he
said they were generally regarded as traitors to the Mal ay race.

"The dil enma faced by those few who want to build a strong, resilient
and i ndependent Malay race without crutches is that they are nost likely to
end up becom ng unpopul ar and losing the ability to influence the changes
in the culture and val ue systemwhi ch are necessary.

"It seens that they should not try and yet they know that without the
cultural changes the Mal ays are going to fail," he said.

Dr Mahathir said tht when he wote the "Malay Dilenma' in the late
60's, he had assuned that all the Malays | acked the opportunities to
devel op and becone successful.

However, he said, the Mal ays subsequently did not seemto fully
appreciate the vari ous opportunities accorded to them including in the
field of business and education, to allowthemto nove ahead.

"Getting schol arships and places in the universities at hone and abroad
are considered a matter of right and are not val ued anynore," he said,
addi ng that in business, the vast mapjority regarded the opportunities given
themas sonething to be exploited for the quickest return.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays had not been able to achieve the New
Econom ¢ Policy ownership quota of 30 per cent because of their |aid back
attitude and inclination to take the easy way out.

"This is their culture. Wrking hard, taking risk and being patient is
not a part of their culture,” he added.

The prime minister also said that if the Ml ays renmai ned dependent on
crutches, they would remai n weak and hence the need for themto change
their culture, including having proper work ethics which involved taking
pride in the result of their work rather than nonetary reward al one.

"Unfortunately, their viewis that their crutches are synbols of their
superior status in the country. The sad thing is that they are not even
using the crutches properly. To be strong and to be able to fend for
t hensel ves the crut hes nust be discarded,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that if the non-Malay contribution to the
nation's econony was di scounted, Ml aysia would not be rmuch better than
some of the devel oping countries in Africa.
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