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The Barisan Nasional is greater than the sumof its parts
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AFTER the 1999 general election, a grandnother of eight from Sungai Siput
was asked by her son as to which party she voted for

"I voted for Barisan Nasional," came the quick reply.

The son was quite perplexed and asked: "But | thought you didn't Iike
(Datuk Seri S.) Sany Vellu (BN MP for Sungai Siput)?"

She said she may not |ike Sany Vellu, but her heart was with BN. She
said when she saw Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s poster
next to Sany Vellu's, she just "swall owed her dislike for Sany Vellu and
convi nced herself that her vote was for Dr Mahathir".

Such voter reasoning prevails in our society.

In many ways, this kind of viewpoint has given BN, and fornerly the
Al liance, the edge over the Opposition since the first national election
of 1959.

However, after the 1999 general election, Umo was deserted by a
substanti al nunber of Ml ay voters, leading to its poor showing in
Kel ant an, Terengganu and Kedah

It was al so perceived that the MCA delivered the Chinese votes, ensuring
the party's victory in Chinese-majority seats, as well as for Umo in
m xed constituencies with nore than 20 per cent Chinese voters.

There is no doubt that the MCA as well as the Gerakan, M C and ot her
conponent parties contributed to Umo's victory in mxed constituencies in
t he peni nsul a.

It is all inthe spirit of the BN, in which each conponent sets aside
party parochialismin the interest of the coalition

However, after the 1999 general election, sone MCA supporters bragged
that they were nowin a position to make demands in the interest of their
conmuni ty.

Sonme of the demands were not nmade directly by the MCA but by Chinese-
based organi sati ons.

These organi sations al so chose to oppose nunerous Governnent policies
af fecting Chinese interests, while ignoring that the Ml ay and | ndi an
interests were equal ly affected.

I ssues like the Vision Schools, teaching of Mathematics and Science in
Engl i sh, demands by Sugiu (a Chinese organi sation), quota for public
universities' intake and the relocation of national-type Chinese school in
Damansara, to name a few

In many of these conflicts between the BN Government and the pressure
groups, the MCA was seen as dragging its feet.

To its conponent partners, especially Umo, the MCA was "pl aying
politics"™ or lacking the commtnent to the BN cause.

The MCA, which had been a reliable partner to Umo in the BN prior to
1999, seened to be playing to the gallery because Umo had weakened.

In the teaching of Mathematics and Science in English, for exanple, nany
Umo | eaders felt that the MCA was trying to chanpi on Chi nese education
even when Umo was facing brickbats from Mal ay supporters for the nove.

In the case of Vision Schools and the SJKC Damansara issue, Umo felt
that the MCA chose to shirk fromits role to persuade Chinese voters to
support the nmove, and the repercussion was the outconme of the Lunas by-
el ection.

In that by-election, the BN, represented by the MC, lost to Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal and the general sentinent was that the Chinese voters



abandoned the coalition.

This has led to nuch bad bl ood between supporters of the two partners in
BN.

To Umo supporters, MCA was a fair-weather friend, |ooking into its own
i nterests when Umo was facing difficult tines.

But an Umo | eader pointed out that nuch as MCA may feel that it had
del i vered the Chinese votes for Umo and the BN to continue to rule the
nation, Umo in turn had delivered Malay votes for the MCA

An MCA Team B | eader concurred, pointing out that alnost all the top
party |l eaders won in their constituenci es because Malay voters, to be read
as Umo supporters, gave themtheir votes.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik is the MP for Labis, a
constituency with 42.52 per cent Ml ay voters.

H s vice-president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting's Pontian seat has a majority
of Malay voters who make up 53.12 per cent of the electorate.

The sane goes for two other vice-presidents: Datuk Fong Chan Onn, whose
seat in Selandar is 53.8 per cent Malay, and Datuk Chan Kong Choy, who won
Sel ayang, where the electorate is 47.39 per cent Ml ay.

Anot her vi ce-president, Datuk Chua Jui Meng, has in his constituency of
Bakri 45.18 per cent Ml ay voters.

O her top MCA | eaders such as Wanita chief Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen of Raub
and Yout h chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat of Anpang Jaya have Malay majority
voters of 48.3 per cent and 54.99 per cent respectively.

"Mich as the MCA | eaders may feel that Umo is weak," said the Umo man,
"they nmust not forget the support we have given themin the general
election. Surely this is enough to nake themrealise that we are
i nt erdependent and in need of each other."

The debate now centres on how the MCA is going to act on the matter of
its two Penang Assenbl ynen who abstained on an Qpposition notion at the
State Legi slative Assenbly on Nov 20, to defer the inplenentation of the
Penang Quter Ring Road (PORR).

To nost BN conponent parties, the MCA Assenbl ymen had breached the
coalition's discipline and shoul d be expell ed.

Dr Ling seenms to think that the BN has no right to interfere in the
di sci plining of MCA nenbers, pronpting BN chairman Dr Mahathir to rem nd
BN conponent parties that the coalition had the power to accept or expel
parties.

Penang BN chief Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon said it baffled himwhy the two
Assenbl ynen, Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jaw ),
chose not to observe BN discipline when their constituencies were not
af f ect ed.

He was al so baffl ed why several other MCA Assenbl ymen had vot ed agai nst
the Qpposition notion when their constituencies were affected by the PORR
proj ect .

Al this makes the whole issue intriguing, while the MCA | eadership
seened to drag its feet in dealing with the duo.

The Umo suprene council had unani nmously deci ded that sacking is the
only answer and this was supported by Gerakan.

Now the ball is in MCA's court. If it chooses not to expel the duo, it
is going to be a slap in the face of the other BN conponents, including
Umo, the senior partner.

Never in the history of BN has so much hinged on the fate of so few MCA
seens to be trying to make it a first.
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