11 MAY 2002

MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR VISI T TO UNI TED STATES

SEPANG May 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | eft for
London tonight enroute to the United States for an official visit at the
invitation of U S. President George W Bush.

The Prime M nister boarded a Malaysia Airlines flight to London at the
KL I nternational Airport at 11.55pm

Among those at the airport to send himoff were his wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi and several other cabinet mnisters.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to neet Bush on Tuesday to di scuss, anbng
others, Malaysia's efforts to tackle terrorismand the devel opnments in West
Asi a.

The Prime Mnister, who ends his visit on Wdnesday, is al so expected
to nmeet U S. Secretary of State Colin Powell and Defence Secretary Donal d
Runsf el d.

Dr Mahathir's del egation includes Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar, Prinmary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k and
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatim
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