24/ 11/ 2002
Conme hone, PM urges professionals

Ashraf Abdul | ah

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad urged Mal aysi an students
abroad to return to Ml aysi a upon conpletion of their studies to help the
nati on achi eve devel oped status by 2020.

Speaking at a neeting after dinner with the Ml aysian comunity at Rumah
Mal aysi a here on Friday night, the Prine Mnister said Mal aysia was on the
right track to achieve Vision 2020, but needed the help of young
pr of essi onal s.

To a question fromthe floor on what Ml aysia had to offer to attract
Mal aysi an prof essi onal s worki ng abroad, Dr Mahathir said besides the warm
and cosy weat her in Ml aysia, professionals received very high salaries.

"I was trying to engage a person to run a very inportant government
agency and was willing to pay RML mllion a year, but a bank offered him
RML.5 million. This is a lot, conpared with what | am getti ng.

"I amnot only Prime Mnister, but |I also had to take over as Fi nance
M nister. This stingy Governnent of ours is paying ne only RML6, 000 a
month - to do two jobs,"” he said to | aughter fromthe audience.

The Prime Mnister, who was here for the conference on the
Reconstructing of Lebanon which is also known as Paris Conference |1,
touched on national service as well.

Dr Mahathir said the reason to introduce National Service it was to
bring the various races together for at |east six nonths.

"The national schools have failed to bring about better relations anong
the various races. The Chinese and | ndians deserted national schools
because they felt the schools were beconm ng nore and nore Islanmc."”

He hoped that National Service would create citizens who are |ess
chauvinistic in their relationship with other ethnic groups.

"W want the Mal ays, Chinese and Indians to |ive together, work together
and play together. That will be good for Ml aysi a.

After the dinner, Dr Mahathir and wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali spent al nost an hour signing autographs.
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