08 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r-Vi sa
MALAYSI A HAS NO PLANS TO | MPCSE VI SA RESTRI CTI ONS, SAY DR MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, Cct 8 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia has no plans to i npose visa
restrictions because it is "silly" and a nui sance to those who want to
visit the country, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d t oday.

"It is a nuisance and we don't want to be a nui sance to peopl e who want
to cone to Malaysia,” the prime mnister said at a news conference after
I aunchi ng the Mal aysi a- Chi na 2002 Econom c Conf erence, here.

He was asked whet her the government planned to i npose stricter visa
restrictions on certain countries which were said to be anong t he reasons
for the United States' and Canada's i nposition of tighter visarestrictions
on Mal aysi ans.

Canada had from Sept 24 inposed a ruling that Mal aysi ans wi shing to
travel to that country had to apply for the Canadi an tenporary resi dent
visa. The reason given was that the Mal aysi an passport was al |l egedl y
vul nerabl e to abuse.

Al this while, Malaysian citizens could enter Canada on a vi sa wai ver
programme as both countries are nmenbers of the Commpnweal t h.

On Sept 31, the US inposed a stricter entry and exit |egislation
subj ecting visitors to increased scrutiny through registration,
fingerprinting and phot ogr aphs.

The action was the result of a US Congressional initiative to inplenent
an entry-exit systemthat increases scrutiny of nationals of all countries
at the US border.

O late, the US enbassy has taken a long tine to approve visa
applications by Mal aysi ans planning to travel to that country.
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