23 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Vacat i on
MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR VACATI ON | N EURCPE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad | eft today for a weekl ong vacation i n Europe.

H s press secretary, Datuk Zakaria Abdul Wahab, said Dr Mhathir,
acconmpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, left the
Royal Mal aysia Air Force (RVAF) base in Subang on board a governnent
executive aircraft at about 10am

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi, religious
advisor to the prime mnister Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman and staff of
the Prime Mnister's office were anbng those who sent himoff.

Dr Mahathir was originally scheduled to depart for the vacation
t oni ght .

Yest erday he shocked the nation by announcing his resignation fromall
posts in Umo and the Barisan Nasional on the final day of the Umo general
assenbly but retracted his decision foll owi ng appeals by the Umo suprene
counci | menbers.

It is learnt that Abdullah and the three Umo vice-presidents, Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin and Tan Sri Muhanmad Mihanmad
Tai b, net Dr Mahathir at Seri Perdana, Putrajaya, at 9amt oday.

Present were Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Wanita
Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.
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