19 AUG 2002
Mahat hir-return
MAHATHI R RETURNS AFTER VI SI TI NG MYANVAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
returned tonight froma two-day visit to Myanmar.

The prinme mnister, who was acconpani ed by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohaned Ali during the visit, |ed a 300-menber official and business
del egation i ncl udi ng Foreign M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar,
Internati onal Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z and
Ener gy, Communi cations and Mul tinmedia M nister Datuk Leo Moggi e.

Several cabinet mnisters were at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force ( RVAF)
base i n Subang near here to receive them

During the visit, Dr Mahathir had anmong ot her things, held talks with
his Myanmar's Seni or General Than Shwe, who is al so chairman of the State
Peace and Devel opnent Council. Dr Mahathir had descri bed the neeting as a
good di scussi on on howto encourage busi ness and cooperationinthe field
of technol ogy between the two countries.

He had al so conveyed to Than Shwe that he was very nuch interested in
seeing the herbal industry in Myanmar and whet her there was a possibility
for both countries to collaborate in the devel opnent of herbal treatnent.

The visit to Myanmar, Dr Mahathir's second to that country in 19 nonths
and the fourth since 1988, was to reci procate the one nmade by Than Shwe in
Sept enber | ast year.

The previous trip by Dr Mahathir was in January | ast year during which
Myanmar provi ded opportunities to Mal aysi an conpani es, especially in the
field of processing rawmaterials, which are i n abundance i n Myannar.

Kual a Lunmpur and Yangon est abl i shed di plomatic relations in 1958 and
Myanmar becane a menber of the Associ ati on of Sout heast Asi an Nati ons
(Asean) in 1997.
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