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MAHATH R LEAVES FOR ASEM SUW T ON FRI DAY NI GHT

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 19 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad wi | | | eave for Europe tonorrow ni ght ahead of the fourth
Asi a- Europe Meeting, a summit of Asian and European | eaders, which begins
i n Copenhagen on Monday.

Prior tothe summt, there will be neetings of senior officials and
m ni sters who are expected to di scuss a wi de range of issues, including
identifying the root causes of terrorismand finding solutions to tackle
the probl em

According to a progranme i ssued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs here
today, Dr Mahathir, who will arrive in the Danish capital at ni dday on
Sunday, will proceed to attend an Asian Leaders' Meeting in preparation for
their meeting with their European counterparts the foll owi ng day.

ASEM conpri ses the 10 Asian countries of China, Japan, South Korea,

Si ngapore, Thail and, Vi et nam | ndonesi a, the Phili ppines, Ml aysi a and
Brunei and the 15 nenber states of the European Union and t he Eur opean
Conmi ssi on.

It was established with the first sunmt in Bangkok in 1996, foll owed
by biennial summits in London in 1998 and Sout h Korea in 2000.

Lasse Rei mann, Dennmark's anbassador to Mal aysia, told Bernama recently
t hat Denmark, whi ch hol ds t he European Union (EU) presidency fromJuly 1to
Dec 31 this year, is looking forward to Dr Mahathir's arrival for the
sunmt since heis afirmbeliever of finding the root causes of terrorism
fromvery early oninthe aftermath of the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the
United States.

He had said that Denmark pl aced great inportance in the ASEM Sumit as
it was a forumfor European and Asi an cooperation to gather greater
substance, nore so since cooperation between the two continents was not as
intense as Denmark would like it to be.

The sumit proper on Monday will start with an informal political
di al ogue on the international situationin the aftermath of the Septenber
11 attacks and the new security i ssues arising out of the incident.

There will al so be further dial ogues on culture and civil sations as
wel | as on econoni c co-operation, with enmphasis on regi onal econom ¢ and
financial priorities in the context of the gl obal econoni ¢ scenari o.

Queen Margrethe Il of Denmark will host all ASEMI| eaders to an offici al
di nner on Monday ni ght.

The second and | ast day will see the | eaders converging again to
di scuss social, culture and education i ssues, with focus on human resource
devel opnent, devel opnent and educati onal exchange, fostering nutual
under st andi ng, reduci ng poverty and i ncreasi ng enpl oyability.

Dr Mahathir is al so expected to have an i nformal |unch with Ml aysi an
citizens and businessnen in Dennmark on Tuesday before | eavi ng Copenhagen.

Foreign Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar will attend the
m nisterial portion of ASEMwhile the Mnistry of International Trade and
Industry is represented by its Secretary-General, Datuk Abdul Razak Ranii.
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