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S' PORE SHOAS NO DESI RE TO REACH WATER DEAL- DR MAHATHI R

SI NGAPCRE, Cct 23 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia's Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad says Si ngapore i s not showing any desire to reach a
conprom se in the protracted water dispute between the two countries, the
Straits Times reported.

He was quoted as saying that Singapore had cut the price it was
prepared to offer for water fromthe previous 45 sen per thousand gal | ons
to 12 sen now that the water issue had been delinked fromthe package of
out st andi ng bil ateral issues.

"That is not naking progress,"” he said.

Si ngapore was bei ng unreasonabl e in not agreeing to an increase in the
three sen rate it now paid for water, a price which was set in 1927.

"l don't know who can claimthat this is a reasonable price," he said
during an intervieww th visiting foreign journalists in Putrajaya
yest er day.

He nmade these points in response to a question whether he would like to
see the string of thorny bilateral issues settled before he stepped down as
Prime M nister next Cctober, to hand over a clean slate to his successor.

W thout responding directly to the question, Dr Mahathir said that
Mal aysi a had al ways want ed good rel ati ons with Singapore and its other
nei ghbours.

But it was unfortunate that the Singapore Governnent was not show ng
any desire to reach an agreenent on the water issue, said the Straits
Ti mes.

Asked why the two sides had decoupl ed the issues instead of discussing
themas a package, which m ght all ownore roomfor conprom se, he said that
this was because "every tine we go to Singapore, they want to talk only
about water. Unless we solve that problem we can't do anything. So | said,
all right, let's focus on water."

"There is roomfor trade-offs always, but it seenms to ne that there is
no desire on the part of Singapore to nmake a conprom se. "

The Straits Tinmes, quoted sources as saying that the 12 sen that Dr
Mahat hir menti oned was not an offer but a cal cul ati on based on price review
clauses in the water agreenents.

After taking into account inflation over the past 40 years, the figure
is closeto 12 sen, the sources told the Straits Tines.
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