16 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r-Ai rcraft
MAHATHI R W TNESSES DEMO BY BOMBADI ER S CL-415MP Al RCRAFT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad today wi tnessed a denonstrati on by Bonbadi er Aerospace's
CL-415 Multi-Purpose Anphi bious aircraft in a rescue and fire-fighting
m ssi on.

The 30-m nute denonstration was part of a proposal by the Canada-based
company to inpress the Ml aysian governnent into buying several of the
aircraft, especially for the Fire and Rescue Departnent.

Today' s di splay, which was al so attended by other governent officials
at the M nes Resort |ake, was delayed for al nost an hour as the aircraft
suf fered some minor nechani cal probl ens before take-off.

Tom Appl et on, Bonbadi er Aerospace's president for anphi bious aircraft,
briefed Dr Mahathir on the capabilities of the aircraft ,includingits
ability to scoop 6,000 litres of water in 40 seconds w t hout stopping.

Al so present at the denonstration were Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng and Deputy Housing and Loca
Governnent M nister Datuk M Kayveas.

The aircraft also denpbnstrated its on-air manoeuvrability as well as
short-landing on the | ake to of fl oad personnel and equi pnent in a Search
And Rescue (SAR) mi ssion.

The CL-415MP is al so designed to I and on unsurfaced runaways, which is
vital during disasters in renpte | ocations.

Besi des fire-fighting and SAR mi ssions, the aircraft can also perform
maritime | aw enforcenent and coastal patrols as it can be equi pped with
vari ous sensors.

The Bonbadi er CL-415MP aircraft has a highly productive search tine of
four hours at a 370km (200 nautical niles) radius of action and a speed of
180 knots.

The CL-415MP is tagged at RML28 million per aircraft, inclusive of
trai ni ng packages and to date 56 units have been ordered by several foreign
government s.
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