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SEPANG, May 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today criticised CNN for not allowing himthe opportunity to
expl ain inportant issues even though he has been invited for an exclusive
i nterview which was aired | ast night.

"The CNN i ntervi ewer adopted the sane approach which was to nake a | ong
statenment accusing us of this and that and then put forward a question
whi ch was unrelated to her earlier statenent,” he told reporters at the KL
International Airport (KLIA) on his return after a four-day visit to the
United States.

Dr Mahathir said that in this way, it would appear as if the
i nterviewee had agreed with the statenent nade by the interviewer.

"This was the dirty tactic enployed by the CNN in not allow ng ne the
opportunity to answer whereas they were the ones who had invited nme for the
interview, " he said.

If the interview was observed carefully, he said, his interviewer could
be seen nore to be expressing her own opinion than asking himfor his
Vi ews.

"I'f he had wanted to express his views, then why interview ne," he
sai d.

Asked to conment on accusations by the foreign nedia that Ml aysia was
undenocratic towards the opposition, the prinme mnister said that sone
ot her countries, conpared to Mal aysia, was nore nerciless towards the
opposi tion.

"“...their actions are nore cruel, there being no trials at all but this
appeared to have been ignored...the actions of other countries are not
focused, they only focus on Ml aysia," he said.
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