23 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Her bs
MAHATHI R CALLS FOR SYSTEMATI C RESEARCH ON MEDI Cl NAL HERBS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad says the tine has cone for Mal aysians to do a systematic research
and anal ysis on the country's nedi ci nal herbs.

Wth Ml aysia having rich biol ogical resources and wi th bi ot echnol ogy
becom ng very inportant, there was a great potential in extracting drugs
fromherbs, he said.

Dr Mahathir said al though Mal aysi ans produced all kinds of herbs to
treat various di seases, they had not been very successful in using the
herbs due to a | ack of research and anal ysi s.

"W need to find how this nedicinal herbs work and it needs a | ot of
nmoney, " he said when | aunchi ng the Cancer Research Initiatives Foundation
(CARI F) tonight.

CARIF, set up early last year, is the first i ndependent non-profit
cancer research organisation in Mal aysia that focuses on research on cancer
and on devel opi ng new di agnostic therapeutic tools to conbat cancer.

It also explores the rich biodiversity of Malaysia for potential anti-
cancer drugs.

The prinme minister said it would be a pity if foreigners got hold of
the herbs in Ml aysia, carried out research and di scovered that the herbs
coul d cure cancer.

They woul d "patent it and regard it as their intellectual property
despite finding the plant in Ml aysia", he said, adding that they would
make tonnes of noney.

Dr Mahathir said this was what happened in the case of the periw nkle
pl ant found i n Madagascar

It was taken to a devel oped country with research facilities which was
able to cone up with drugs that worked well in curing cancer, he said.

"Madagascar did not gain anything fromit," he said.

The prime minister said the Mal aysi an governnent did not allow | ocal
herbs to be taken out of the country but wel conmed foreign scientists and
researchers to do research locally, especially with the setting up of the
bio valley at the Multi medi a Super Corri dor.

On CARIF, Dr Mahathir said the private sector should provide financi al
assi stance to the body to enable it to carry out research at a faster pace
usi ng nore researchers.

He sai d cancer had now becone the "biggest killer” in the country after
heart di seases.

Wi | e doctors and researchers have been trying for years to find a cure
for cancer, reseachers had lately found nedicines that could retard the
growt h of cancer, he said.

However, these nedicines cost a lot and are not easily avail able, he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir hoped that with CARIF, Mal aysian coul d unravel the causes
of cancer and find treatnent for it.

"But we should not think of achieving this in short space of tine.
Research takes a long tine and | ots of nobney," he said.

CARIF is based at the Subang Jaya Medical Centre and is sponsored by
Yayasan Lim Petronas, Ml aysian Totalisator Board and Bakti .

The organi sation coll aborates with | ocal universities and research
institutes as well as Britain's Bristol Univrsity and University of
Canbri dge, Australia' s Murdoch Children's Research Institute and the



Aneri can- based Van Andel Research Institute.
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