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Mahat hi r - Her ba
MAHATHI R VI SI TS YANGON TRADI TI ONAL MEDI Cl NE HOSPI TAL

By: Rohana Mustaffa

YANGON, Aug 19 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad w apped up
his two-day working visit to Myanmar by visiting the Yangon Traditiona
Medi ci ne Hospital this afternoon

The 50-bed hospital, set up by the Mnistry of Health Departnment of
Tradi ti onal Medicine, specialises in, anong others, traditional
physi ot herapy, traditional bone setting and neurol ogi cal disease treatnent,
gynaecol ogy and traditional wound heal i ng nethod using herbal - based
nedi ci nes.

He spent about 30 minutes touring the hospital and exami ning a variety
of locally produced herbal nedicines.

Yesterday, the prinme minister, during his neeting with his counterpart,
Chai rman of the State Peace and Devel opnent Council (SPDC) Seni or Genera
Than Shwe, expressed interest in Myanmar's herbal industry.

The department's Director-CGeneral Dr Thein Swe, when briefing Dr
Mahat hir, said that the Myanmar government had encouraged the devel opnent
of traditional and herbal nedicines, and this year it set up a Traditiona
Medi ci ne University which of fers degree courses.

Research activities on diseases |ike diabetes, hypertension and cancer
are being conducted at its clinical research centre.

There is a herbal garden at the hospital for teaching aid and
pharnmaceutical uses. In fact, the governnent has devel oped ni ne herbal
gardens throughout the country for the production of raw materials and
preservation of rare species of nedicinal plants.

According to Dr Thein Swe, the majority of the 50 million people in
Myanmar use herbal nedici nes.

There is a special drug division in the departnent responsible for the
production of traditional nedicine drugs that are mainly used in hospitals
and clinics.

He said it was their vision to noderni se and pronote Myanmar's
traditional medicines for use by the entire community.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir visited several places after opening the
Myanmar - Mal aysi a Technol ogy Conf erence and w tnessing the signing of three
MoUs and agreenent between several Ml aysi an agencies and their Myannmar
counterparts at the Sedona Hotel.

He had a neeting with nenbers of the Mal aysi an Associ ati on of Myanmar
(MAM at M casa Hotel before heading for the Myanmar | nformation and
Conmruni cat i ons Technol ogy (M CT) Park.

The MCT is located in the University of Yangon and its | atest
i nformati on and conmuni cati ons technol ogy project is the devel opnent of the
e-passport simlar to the one used by Ml aysi ans. To date, M CT has
produced 5, 000 e- passports.

The prinme minister then nade a stop at the Basic Education Prinmary
School in the Kamayut Townshi p.

The school adopts the smart-school concept and the entire facilities in
the school are devel oped by the Miultinedia Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) of
Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir left for hone at about 5.20pmlocal tine, acconpani ed by
his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

At the airport to bid himfarewell were Than Shwe, Vice-Chairnan of the
SPDC General Maung Aye and Secretary 1 of SPDC Lt Gen Khin Nyunt.
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