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Mahat hi r - Post er
MAHATHI R SLAMS PAS OVER " SLANDEROUS" POSTERS

ALOR SETAR, July 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
hit out at PAS for allegedly coming out with posters slandering himand
ot her Umo | eaders.

Slander is disallowed in Islam the prinme mnister said at a nedia
conference after presenting cash aid under the Bernas Education Fund at SK
Sungai Baru here.

He said this when asked to conment on posters allegedly distributed by
t he opposition party during the ongoi ng canpai gn for the Pendang
parlianentary and Anak Bukit state by-el ections.

Dr Mahathir described as "slander" a poster that reads "Mahat hir the
H gh Priest of the Church" and which is widely distributed in the two
ar eas.

The poster shows Dr Mahathir wearing robes |like that of a priest and a
chain with a cross, with the snall er headi ng readi ng: "The Bi g Secret
Behi nd the Meeting Wth the Pope in Rone and That Holiday in Italy."

Anot her poster shows Dr Mahathir and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi sitting cross-legged in a cenetery, wearing just a cloth
around their wai st and a songkok.

The poster's heading reads "Mahathir Senile, Pak Lah Idling" and the
sub- headi ng reads "One Wants To Be God, the Ot her Aspires To Be the
Prophet. ... Haprak! (Hopel ess!)".

There is al so a poster depicting Abdullah about to slaughter a pig with
the headings: "Pig Seller Not Qualified To Become PM' and "Mahat hir Made a
W ong Choi ce of Successor".

A poster with the picture of Puteri Umo pro tem head Azalina O hman
Said wearing a chain with a big cross, reads: "Azalina is Christian" and
"Jews Sponsoring and Paying Puteri Umo".

Dr Mahat hir shook his head in disagreenment as he saw the posters at the
news conference.

Repl ying to anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the Bari san Nasi onal had
a good chance of wi nning both by-elections and it should work even harder
to increase the mgjority.

He said the BN did not use rough tactics in their campaigns unlike PAS.

"PAS peopl e had gone to other people's houses and sei zed indentity
cards of voters," clainmed the prinme mnister.

"They don't have that right. It's the police who have the right to see
people's identity cards,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the police have given himan assurance that they would
continue to nmai ntain peace and security.

The prinme mnister al so coomented on Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k
Aziz Nk Mat's statenent that PAS nenmbers only resorted to insulting Umo
| eaders because their advice was ignored by the | eaders.

"If the advice is good, we accept it. But the (PAS) advice isn't good
We tell themnot to confuse Muslins but they ignore," he said.

Asked why he was "coming to the ground” this tinme whereas he seldomdid
SO in previous by-elections, Dr Mahathir said he was only officiating at
events in the two areas and it was a coi nci dence that the by-el ections were
t aki ng pl ace.

"I did not come to canpaign. Besides, these are ny areas in Kedah. If |
go to Pendang and not go to Anak Bukit, then people will be upset," he
sai d.



Poi nted out that his speeches at the two places sounded |i ke he was
campai gni ng, Dr Mahat hir said PAS | eaders too were canpai gni ng.
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