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I NOKOM  ATOS
MAHATHI R HOPES | NOKOM ATOS COULD BE PRODUCED FOR EXPORT AFTER AFTA

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanmad hopes that | NOKOM Atos, a multi-function vehicle (MV) manufactured
by I'ndustri Qonotif Konersial (INOKOW Corporation Sdn Bhd coul d be
produced for export after the i npl enmentati on of Asean Free Trade Area
(AFTA) for motor vehicles in 2005.

Dr Mahat hir said the vehicle woul d have to strongly conpete with the
mar ket expecially after Afta was i npl enent ed.

"I hope that the conpany could learn fromits Korean partner on howto
reduce the cost of the national car as Korea is a very good car nmaker and
the prices are |l ow," he said.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after witnessing the signing of
Certificationfor Mass Producti on of | NOKOM At os bet ween | nokom Cor porati on
Sdn Bhd and Hyundai Corporation, Korea here.

| nokomwas reprsented by its chairman, Arer Hanzah Ahmad whil e Hyundai
was represented by its vice-chairnman, Park Byung Jae.

Mahat hir later took a test drive for nearly 15 mi nutes around
Putraj aya, acconpani ed by Arer and Park.

I n anot her devel opnent, Aner told reporters that | NOKOMwoul d nmai ntai n
t he name and woul d not change the design of the vehicle because Atos had
been wel |l accepted in the Asean countries.

But this time around At os exported to Asean countries after AFTA woul d
be manuf actured i n Mal aysi a.

The one-litre engi ne capacity vehicle based on the current Hyundai ATCS
platformis expected to roll-out for the |local market end of this year.

The vehi cl e woul d be priced at RM43, 000 on the road and | NOKOMt ar get s
sal es between 15,000 to 20,000 units within 12 nonths after the roll out.

Aner said the conpany woul d not be rushing into production because what
was nore i mportant was the quality and not the quantity adding that efforts
had been nmade to upgrade its plant in Kulim Kedah.

"W have another two years to do all the upgradi ng,” he added.

On ot her Hyundai nodels to be manufactured by I nokomin the future, he
said there were at | east two nore nodel s in the pipeline but the enphasis
now was to nmake | NOKOM At os a success. -- BERNAVA
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