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Solidarity remains cruci al

Abdul | ah Ahnad
THE Bari san Nasional (BN) has won 11 successive general elections (if you
include the first general election in 1955), a period of 46 years! How did
the BN do it?

By straddling the mddl e ground. Mderation always w ns el ections except
in Kel antan and, since 1999, in Terengganu, and in Sabah tw ce. Continue
to shun extrem sts, whether they are Islamc or Chinese, and BN wil|
prolong its rule for a long, long tine to cone.

There is no change in the concept and position of Ml aysia. Mlaysian
Mal aysi a has and will always exist because it is and shall always be a
beacon of noderation, nmulti-religious, nulti-racial, and there is prom se
of prosperity and fairness for anyone with undivided loyalty to the King
and the country.

If there were doubts about the future, it cane from troubl e- nakers,
subversives and prophets of doom

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad urges Ml aysi ans to forget
our differences, instead to enphasise our simlarities. Unfortunately, we
tend not to forget our separateness and because of this, everything
continues to divide us.

| believe, if conmon sense prevails, though commobn sense is not common,
the great majority of us will renew and redoubl e our comm tment and
loyalty towards a united, just and prosperous nation

O course, the practitioners of the politics of exclusion want an
exclusive racial and religi ous hegenmony for Ml aysi a.

We can beat these religious bigots if we have the collective will for

nati onal solidarity and determ nation to enhance goodw ||, tolerance and
br ot her hood.
Through 44 years of Merdeka, our main task is still to consolidate

Mal aysi a agai nst the frontal attack of a section of our own people bent on
di srupting the nation as it is constituted.

It depends on whom you speak to but by and large, | think, the Ml aysian
spirit, especially followi ng Septenmber 11, is high. The Government is
resol ved, very strongly, to forge ahead with progressive and dynanic
devel opnent towards greater unity, prosperity, tol erance and a happier
life for all Mal aysi ans.

The majority of Ml aysians are young. | would like to see greater
participation by young people inbued with Mal aysian idealismin the
deci si on- maki ng process.

At the turn of the last century and for nost of the period that
followed, politics replaced religion as the chief formof zealotry, as
politicians and the majority of people believed politics was a neans of
i mprovi ng humanity.

By the 1970s, things had changed. Although the new ruling class was
still largely in power, soon many of its nunbers becane | ess confident.

Not a few fell by the side; the Shah of Iran was a good exanple. Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra, the founding PM was replaced by Tun Razak in 1970.

Mal aysia today is Malay majority. The Tunku, Tun Razak and Tun Hussein
Onn struggled, with varied success, to build a united Bangsa Ml aysi a when
the racial mx was delicately bal anced.

It is arguabl e whether circunstance or personality shapes events and
changes a people. In the case of Ml aysia and Singapore, | think
personality determines it. Dr Mahathir has a vision to make Mal aysia a



devel oped nation by 2020. Hi s dreamis a Ml aysia which will not only
survive but prevail by excelling in every field.

Mal aysi a has everything to achieve what Dr Mahathir has set out for it,
but of |late we have been confronted with a | evel of Islamc extrem smand
Chi nese chauvi ni smwe never previously perceived. W nmust overcone both
qui ckly before they escalate. It does seemnationalismis in vogue in sone
pl aces and religion in many others.

I must stress that we nust free ourselves from conpl acency that no
further efforts are necessary to strengthen national unity. It is a fatal
m stake if anyone thinks everything is as it seens. There nmust be a
stronger collective resolve not only to preserve unity but to enhance it.

The task invol ves everyone. If the middl e-of-the-road Ml aysi an t akes
things for granted, the Islamc mlitants who share Pas' dream of an
Islamic theocratic state will just overrun them

The non- Mal ays must cone out openly and work harder to strengthen
nati onal cohesion. The noderate Mal ays nust al so tender their help,
failing which the mlitant Islamsts and their political masters, from
within and wi thout Mal aysia, whose nunber is still not huge, will alter
what we have achi eved over the | ast 44 years.

This is not in the interest of forward-1ooking Ml aysians. National
solidarity remains our redenption.

( END)
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