13 JUL 2002
Rahman- Awar ds
MAI NTAI N PCLI TI CAL STABI LI TY, SAYS RAHMAN

PENANG, July 13 (Bernama) -- The people of Penang have been urged to
appreci ate peace and harnony by giving solid support to the governnent.

Penang Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas said the strong
support woul d al so enabl e all devel opnent plans for the people to be
i mpl enment ed.

Speaking at the investiture cerenony in conjunction with his 64th
birthday here, he said the solidarity and cooperative spirit of the people
had hel ped the governnment to develop the state.

He sai d the people should al so change their attitude by exploring the
various opportunities available at the international |evel as recomended
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Abdul Rahman said the people would certainly face various obstacles in
efforts to change their attitude, but they nust have a positive outlook in
facing the chal |l enges of gl obalisation.

Earlier in his speech, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the
governnent had taken various efforts to pronote the devel opnent of the
i ndustrial sector in the state despite conpetition from China.

Dr Koh said the governnent's efforts had proven to be successful with
vari ous hi gh-technol ogy conpani es continuing to grow and offering job
opportunities to the peopl e.

He al so said that tour operators should diversify their tourism
products to attract nore tourists fromWst Asia, China, India and other
Asi an countri es.

He said efforts to diversify such products should be speeded up
especially those pertaining to eco-tourism heritage tourism educationa
touri smand medi cal tourism

The Yang Di pertua Negeri entertained nore than 1,000 guests at a tea
party in conjunction with his birthday cel ebrati ons at the Penang
International Sports Arena (Pl SA), here this afternoon
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