17 JUL 2002

MALAYSI A DI SAGREES W TH U. S. PLAN ON PALESTI NI AN LEADERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, July 17 (Bernana) -- Mal aysi a does not agree with the
Bush admi ni stration's plan for a new Pal esti ni an | eader shi p and ret ai ni ng
Yasser Arafat as a symbolic | eader of the Pal estinian people.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said Mal aysia is of the
vi ew t hat any change in the Pal esti ni an | eader shi p shoul d be det er m ned by
the Pal estini an peopl e.

"I'f we allow another country or a major power to determn ne who shoul d
be our | eader and what power he holds, then there will be no nore freedom
inthis wrld," he told reporters at his office here today.

He was conmenting on a news agency report quoting U S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell as saying that he would be nore than willing to consider
suggestion that Arafat coul d be el evated to a fi gurehead presi dency, paving
the way for a Pal estinian prime mnister.

Powel | was al so reported to have said that the United States believes
Arafat has no place in future peace talks.

Dr Mahat hir expressed concerned that if the U S. plan becanme areality
in Palestine, then it could happen in other countries.

"That we disagre," he said.
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