06/ 09/ 2002

“Keep Mal ay as | anguage of instruction'

TANJUNG MALIM Thurs. - Ml ay | anguage interest groups have proposed that
Bahasa Mel ayu be mai ntained as the medium of instruction to teach Science
and Mathematics in national schools.

They, however, agreed that English term nol ogy shoul d be introduced when
teachi ng these subjects in Ml ay.

This was anong the resolutions at the Sixth Ml ay Language and
Literature Congress held at Dewan Tun Abdul Razak, near here, today.

More than 600 participants, nostly academ ci ans and nenbers of Mal ay
| anguage groups, attended the one-day congress, jointly organi sed by the
Per sat uan Li ngui stik Mal aysi a, Persatuan Penterjenmahan Ml aysia, Gapena
and Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka.

They fear that if English was used for these subjects, pupils would not
be able to appreciate Mal ay as the | anguage of know edge and a tool for
t eachi ng.

They suggested that the nethod of teaching English be changed
conpl etely.

They said to inprove the standard of English, the Governnent should set
asi de a special budget for it, train nore teachers, introduce special
teaching aids and create an English reading culture.

Congress spokesman Prof Datuk Dr Abdul Latiff Abu Bakar said the
resol uti ons would be conpiled into a nmenorandum and submtted to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad as soon as possible.

He said while the congress fully supported the Governnment's efforts to
i nprove the standard of English fromprimary level, it was equally
important to retain Malay as the | anguage of know edge, communication and
unity for Mal aysi ans.

"The Mal ay | anguage shoul d be naintained in the education system because
the | anguage is as good as English and can be used as a nedi um of
instruction, especially in Science and Mat hemati cs.

"But because it cannot be denied that English is the world Iingua
franca, we support the CGovernnent's efforts that English | anguage courses
be enphasi sed."
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