13/ 10/ 2002

Mal aysi a can continue to grow, says Dr Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad reiterated today that
Mal aysi a has what it takes to continue growi ng when he | eaves in Cctober
next year.

The Prime Mnister said the country had the policies and mechani snms
needed to devel op

"The policies are there, the mechanisns are there. So, | think even when
| am not around, Ml aysia can do with other people who are conversant with
our policies," he told CNN host Lorraine Hahn in an interview over CNN s
Tal k Asia programe aired tonight.

Hahn conducted the taped interview at Dr Mahathir's official residence
in Putrajaya. The interview had a personal flavour as Dr Mahathir answered
guestions on his childhood and his feelings about resigning.

Asked if he would be missed as a | eader, he said sone peopl e undoubtedly
woul d but that they could do wi thout him

He reiterated that he was "absolutely positive" about |eaving and woul d
not take on a job |ike what Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew did
after retirenent.

"I just don't think | should be around interfering with things," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir added, however, that he would remain involved in politics in
order to explain Malaysia's policies to people.

"I will certainly be involved in politics because | amgoing to go
around and explain the whole idea of Malaysia and its politics and why it
shoul d be a denocracy, and how you should go about devel opi ng the country.

"I think I will stay with the party (Umo). | want to ensure that the
party continues to win. So, | will have nore tine to go down and neet
peopl e.”

Asked about his successor Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi, Dr Mahathir said both of them shared the sane beliefs,
despite the different |eadership styles.

"We believe in the same thing... in the same nmethods. O course, the
styles will be different, but that is all right.

"I think it will be good for people to have a change," he added

On his enotions when he announced his resignation at the Umo genera
assenbly in June, Dr Mahathir said he probably |ost control of hinself.

"I thought | could have avoi ded being enotional, but under the
ci rcunmst ances, | suppose | lost control of nyself."

He added, however, that he had | ooked forward to naking the announcenent
and then stepping down i medi ately.

Asked about the "shock"” it caused his famly and party nenbers, Dr
Mahat hir said he did not tell anyone - not even his wife - about his
announcenent because he knew they would try to di ssuade hi mfrom doi ng so.

He said the tinme was right for himto step down after having revived
Umo and the country following the economc crisis and the problens wth
his forner deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

On how t he Japanese occupati on of Mal aya shaped his life, Dr Mhathir
said their take over fromthe British showed hi mhow Asi ans were al so
capabl e of |eading thensel ves.

"The (British) idea of invincibility vanished. Fromthen on | thought we
can do what the Japanese have done, that we are al so Asians and we can
acconpl i sh and govern oursel ves."



He al so recalled the food shortage and poverty his famly experienced
t hen.

"All my brothers lost their jobs. W had to resort to selling bananas on
t he roadside and things |ike that.

"I started a small coffee shop and then I sold all kinds of things in
the | ocal market."

Asked what he thought of the Mal ays now, he said they needed to work
harder, avoid shortcuts, and plan for the future.

On the | egacy he was | eaving Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said the cultural
| egacy was nore inportant than the physical infrastructure.

"The fact that | was able to maintain the racial harnony between the
di fferent peoples in Mal aysia, that was nore inportant.”

Asked if his relationship with his father, who was anong the first Malay
headmasters of English schools, had any influence on how he ran the
country, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes, | think so. He pushed nme because he | oved
me. So the way | push the country is because | love the country.”
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