20 JUN 2002
Umo- React i on ( Vet er ans)
MALAYS HAVE CHANGED ALBEI T SLOALY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernanmm) -- The Ml ays nust constantly be
remi nded to change their attitude towards attaining excellence so that they
do not becone conpl acent,” Umo veteran Tan Sri Aziz Tapa sai d today.

He said they woul d change qui ckly when faced with pressure and
difficult situations.

"The Mal ays have changed but the change is a bit slow. It's like the
swayi ng of the coconut frond because sonetinmes the environnent influencew
our change besi des know edge," he told reporters when asked to conment on
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad's openi ng speech at the Umo
general assenbly here.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech, had reninded the Mal ays that politica
power woul d not guarantee their security if they continued to be weak and
poor .

Aziz said the speech was ained at rem nding the Mal ays and bum puteras
of the struggle of the race and the problens they faced.

He said the wake up call was necessary, just like in the French saying
that if a door was not opened at one knock, one had to knock repeatedly
until it was opened.

"If a prayer is not answered, we nust pray repeatedly norning, day and
ni ght and even shed tears to get it answered,"” he said.

Former deputy prinme mnister Tun Abdul Chafar Baba said Dr Mahathir's
speech carried a deep nessage to make the Mal ays aware of the need to
change their attitude

"Dr Mahathir's speech is very good...the Ml ays are unaware and t hey
must be nade to be aware," he said.

He said that although the prine mnister made speeches contai ni ng
simlar calls each year it was sad to note that the Malays still did not
want to change as hoped.

Umo Di sciplinary Board chairman Tan Sri Tengku Ahmad Rit haudeen sai d
Dr Mahathir was clearly disappointed with the attitude of the Mal ays who
did not want to accept the call to practise noble val ues.

"He's dissatisfied because the Mal ays don't want to becone a race whose
capability can be enhanced speedily conpared with the other races,” he
sai d.

He said Dr Mahathir also wanted to raise the spirit of the Malays to
wor k harder and conpete with evcryone.
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