22/ 06/ 2002

Mal ays told not to schene to bring down their |eaders

LEARN from hi story and avoi d repeating nistakes to ensure Ml ays succeed,
Sel angor del egat e Ahnmad Buj ang sai d.

He said the Mal ays were once a great race, with the Ml ay | anguage as
the Iingua franca in the regi on. The Langkasuka, Majapahit, Pal enbang and
Mal acca enpires, Ahmad said, were once respectable in this part of the
wor | d.

"However, the glory of the Malacca sultanate, set up by Parameswara in
1402, did not last long. In 1511, the Portuguese attacked and conquered
Mal acca, with a nere 1,200 soldiers.”

The downfall of Malacca, Ahnad said, was not because the Portuguese was
strong but because the Malays were split and involved in in-fighting.

As a result, the Portuguese ruled Ml acca even | onger than the entire
duration of the Mal acca sultanate, before the Dutch government took over
in 1641, followed by the English in 1824.

After World War Two, Malay nationalists |ike Datuk Onn Jaafar energed to
fight the British and denand for |ndependence and Mal ay rights.

"We nust learn fromthe past and not repeat the sane m stakes. To ensure
we succeed, we rmust remain united and give our full backing to party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and nmenbers of the party's
supreme council ... we nmust not schene and bring them down,"” he said.

"I'f nenbers remain united and strong, Umo woul d have no probl enms maki ng
a clean sweep in not only Selangor, but also in Pas-controlled Kel antan
and Terengganu during the next general election.”

( END)
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