18/ 06/ 2002

Mal ays urged to push harder to earn respect

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihammad Muhanmad Tai b
said Malays nmust admit their weaknesses and i nmedi ately nake sel f-
correction if they want to be respected by other races.

He said despite the assistance and special privileges given since
I ndependence, Mal ays had not changed or achi eved much until today.

"The whol e Mal ay society is not pushing hard enough.

"There are | eaders and others who tried to push themto change their
attitude and becone progressive and i ndependent but the "big push” is just
not there," he said, adding that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir was
one of the prinme novers.

In an interview in Mngguan Ml aysia, Dr Mahathir expressed
di sappoi ntment that Ml ays still did not want to work hard to inprove
t hensel ves and preferred to continue to depend on the Governmnent.

The Umo president believed Mal ays could achieve nore if they had enough
confidence to overcone three problens that were hindering them not
prepared to work hard, study hard and do things seriously.

Muhamad said the Mal ays would end up becom ng a di sappointed lot if
they did not grab the opportunities available in various fields,
especially I CT and technol ogy.

"They have to do it now because the political scenario in the next 10 or
20 years may be different fromwhat they are today," he warned.

He said the tinme had cone for the Malays to admt that sonething about
t hensel ves was wong and did sonme re-evaluation of their perfornmance to
rectify the shortcom ngs.

One probl em whi ch needed to be addressed, he said, was the |ack of
interest to excel in education.

"Prophet Mihammad taught us to seek know edge but we are taking this
lightly," he said.
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