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Mal ays will have to make a choice

Nur ai na A. Sanad

IT was on a yacht off Naples, Italy, with the sea breeze bl ow ng, that
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad found inspiration for the speech he
delivered at the opening of Umo's 56th annual general assenbly yesterday.

He was in Italy earlier this nmonth for a neeting with Pope John Paul 11
bef ore begi nning his week-long visit to Switzerland and Luxenbourg.

It was rumoured that he nmade the finishing touches to his speech at the
end of his European visit.

VWhet her or not the Italian spring air had anything to do with what the
Umo president wanted to say is immaterial, however, because what he said
is sonething that should make the Mal ays feel quite ashanmed of what they
have becone.

In a nutshell, Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays have now beconme weak and are
far from being safe and secure fromany open challenge or threat. And if
and when that happens, they will not have the capability to defend their
rights and st at us.

Al this said at a tine when Ml aysia, as a nation, had made trenmendous
strides politically and econom cally. Perhaps that was precisely Dr
Mahathir's point: at this stage in the country's devel opment, the Ml ays
shoul d not stop working hard because the race to win is not over.

Perhaps this is his way of pushing the Malays to attain that admrable
| evel of success so that they are strong against any threat w thin and
out side the country.

Dr Mahathir's speech was titled "Exposing the Exposed”, and it was said
that he wote the speech in Bahasa Ml aysia and translated it hinself into
English to keep it true to the Malay text.

I ndeed, Dr Mahathir's exposure of the weaknesses and the mal ai se of the
Mal ays shoul d surprise no one.

By conparison, his delivery was not fiery. The Umo president has nade
far stronger speeches in past assenblies during nore challenging tines
both for the Malays, the party and the country.

But globalisation is taking place, post-Sept 11 has treated Mislins
poorly, and the Pal estinian-Israeli conflict continues unresol ved.

In the country, the Malays are divided by politics and religion
Religion is being used to perpetuate narrow politics. Al this seenms to
threaten the survival of the Ml ays.

They cannot afford to be conplacent or satisfied with whatever little
t hey have achi eved.

If lulled by success, they will be reduced to what they once were - an
i nferior and col oni sed race incapable of conpeting with others.

Dr Mahathir could be accused of paranoia, but that would be far fromthe
truth. The reality is that the Mal ays have serious problens that nmust be
dealt with.

The tine for self-assessnent and self-analysis is over. The Ml ays know
what is afflicting them Just |ook at the statistics of incest and rape
cases.

Have the Malays, at a time when the country is riding the wave of
econom ¢ success, lost it?

Dr Mahat hir apol ogi sed for being harsh in exposing the Mal ays and doi ng
so in front of others. But he said he was not exposing anything that they
did not know.

It needed to be said, because the time may cone when the Malays wll



| ose what they have fought for - by design or by choice. And when that
time comes, they will no | onger be able to depend on their political
dom nance, but on their own strength and di scipline.

This can only be achi eved through hard work and perseverance, because
the Mal ays | ack nothing. Many, in fact, have proven to be brilliant
econom sts, engineers, scientists, doctors, mathematicians and
busi nessnen.

The choice is before the Malays. But there can only be the right one.

( END)
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