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Mahat hir-Terrori sm
MALAYSI A SAFE COUNTRY, SAYS DR M

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 6 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is a safe country as the
governnent has taken action to check the terrorist threat earlier than
ot her countries, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

He sai d when the governnent acted to detain those suspected to be
involved in terrorism many criticised the government as bei ng undenocratic
but now they were begi nning to understand the governnent's action.

"Yes, indeed our country is safe...we do not deny that there are
terrorists in Mal aysia, but we have contai ned themnuch eaR ier than other
countries," he told reporters at his Hari Raya open house at his official
resi dence "Seri Perdana" here.

He was responding to reporters' questions on whether Ml aysia was a
safe country as certain quarters have doubted its security.

"When we arrested these people (suspected terrorists) and put themin
detention, many said that we are undenocratic but now t hey understand that
if we want to avoid terrorism we have to take pre-enptive action to detain
them" he said.

"Otherwise, if we wait until they (terrorists) explode the bonb, nany
people will die and at that tinme, it is too late," he said.

The Mal aysi an authorities have detai ned 67 nenbers of Kunpulan Mlitan
Mal aysia (KM since Cct 29, 2001 to thwart terrorists' activities in the
country.

On clains that there were groups tarnishing Mal aysia's i mage overseas
by saying that the situation in the country was chaotic, Dr Mahathir said
he did not know their intentions but their actions were detrinental to the
country.

"I'" msaddened with such fictional tales that were purposely being
concocted to snear Malaysia's image while we do not do anything to run down
ot her countries, he said.

On his nessage to non-Muslimworld | eaders, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes, we
| ove peace. In fact, the word Islamhas the sane connotation (as peace),
but unfortunately when Muslins are oppressed, they feel they have to fight
back. "

"So, if we want peace, we have to recognise that Muslins' |and has been
taken away fromthemand there is oppression of Mislins everywhere," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for Muslins and non-Muslins in the
world to be nore tolerant in order to have peace

"I't is very difficult for themto uphold peace when they are being
oppressed. Both sides (Mislins and non-Mislins) nust stop this anger and
realise that in order to have peace, we have to be nore tolerant," he said.

Dr Mahathir also reiterated that he would stick to his decision to
resi gn by October next year

"This is definitely my last (Hari Raya at Seri Perdana)," he said

"No anbi val ence. |I'mvery positive and definite," he said when asked
about his feelings on the matter.

Dr Mahathir said he would not miss the Hari Raya atnbsphere at Seri
Per dana.

"l can cone here as another guest for the Hari Raya and shake hands
with the (new) Prime Mnister.

"I have been here only for a short while and nmy home, the one where
amliving is actually in Alor Star (Kedah). | also have one house at the



M NES (Mal aysi an International Exhibition Centre near Kual a Lunpur).

"Even now, | go back when | amfree. This is too big a house for ne. |
amnot used to living in a big house," he said.

Dr Mahathir described this year's Hari Raya Aidilfitri as a very bright

Raya.
"Peopl e seemto be very happy and when | | ook around people seemto be
wel | . Nobody is starving in this country. So, it is a great Raya," he said.
Nearly 100, 000 peopl e attended his open house.
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