19 MAY 2002

MALAYSI A WELCOMVES EAST Tl MOR S | NDEPENDENCE- DR MAHATHI R

SHAH ALAM May 19 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysia wel comes the independence of
East Tinor, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today.

Mal aysi a was very happy for East Tinor and wi shed the country well, he
told reporters after opening the 56th M C Annual General Meeting here.

"W are very happy for East Tinor which celebrates its independence
tonmorrow, " he said.

Dr Mahathir regretted that he was unable to attend East Tinor's
i ndependence cel ebrations as he had to | eave for Japan tonorrow.

He said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar woul d represent
Mal aysi a at East Tinor's independence to be celebrated at its capital,
Dili.

Asked whet her East Tinor would join Asean, Dr Mahathir said, " Ml aysia
very much wel cones East Tinor into Asean."

East Tinor will becone an i ndependent nation at the stroke of m dnight
toni ght.

Besi des Mal aysi a, Asean groups | ndonesia, Singapore, Brunei, Thail and,
the Philippines, Vietnam Canbodia, Myanmar and Laos.
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