03 APR 2002
Terrori sm Pal estine
MALAYSI A W LL CONTI NUE CHAMPI ONI NG PALESTI NI AN STRUGGLE

KUALA LUVPUR, April 3 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will continue to chanpion
the struggle of the Palestinians at international |evel and in neetings
between Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and worl d | eaders.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said Muslins and the
Pal estini ans thensel ves | ooked up to Mal aysia as a key nation in
chanpi oni ng the voice of the Palestinians in the Wstern world.

"I believe Dr Mahathir with his |iberal and frank approach will voice
the O C stand and that of Palestine," he told reporters after closing the
Speci al Session of the Islanic Conference of Foreign Mnisters on Terrorism
her e today.

Syed Hanmid said Dr Mahathir had in fact begun the process when he
visited several countries recently.

"Dr Mahathir began the process when he net President (George W) Bush
i n Shanghai where he had stressed that the United States should play its
role in ensuring that peace is achieved in Palestine," he said.

He said when visiting Russia, Gernmany and Pol and | ast nonth, the Prine
M ni st er conveyed the nessage that the issue of Pal estine should be
resol ved and action taken to stop Israel fromoccupying Pal estini an
territory.

The worl d should not allow the continued killings of Palestinians by
the Israeli mlitary, he said.

Syed Hami d al so questioned |Israel's nove to ignore the | eadership of
Presi dent Yasser Arafat through its proposal to have himexiled.

"What right has Israel to nmake such a decision within Palestinian
territory," he said.

Arafat had been kept in isolation in his office roonms in Ranmallah by
the Israeli mlitary and reports said that an attenpt by a suicide squad to
free himmet with failure
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