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Mahat hi r - Conput er
MALAYSI A | NCLUDED | N LI ST OF LEADI NG | CT HUBS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- The United Nations Devel opnent
Programe (UNDP) has included Malaysia inits list of the world' s | eading
i nformati on and communi cati ons technol ogy (1 CT) hubs, said Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

He said that according to last year's UNDP report, Ml aysia's position
inthe ICT field was conparable to that of the Silicon Valley and Boston in
the United States, StockholmKista in Sweden, Dublin in Ireland and
Bangal ore in India.

"Al t hough the progress achi eved by our country in ICT has been
encour agi ng, we should | ook at the gaps that need to be filled so that our
| CT devel opnent is even nore rapid," he said when | aunchi ng Komas, the
nati onal conputer produced by the DRB-H com group

Dr Mahathir said the nunber of personal computers owned by Ml aysi ans
saw a rmarked increase to 2.5 nmllion |ast year from 610,000 in 1995, while
the nunber of Internet users junped to 1.2 mllion from 13, 000.

The prime minister said he was, however, not satisfied with the
situation as a | arge nunber of people in the rural areas did not own a PC
or have Internet access.

He said the governnent, with the cooperation of the private sector,
would carry on with its efforts to ensure that the rural areas were
provided with ICT infrastructure to narrow down the digital gap anobng
Mal aysi ans.

Dr Mahathir said one nain reson for the digital gap was the price of
comput ers whi ch was beyond the reach of sone sections of the popul ation.

"The cheaper the PC, the higher the nunber of people who is able to own

a conmputer,” he said.
The Kommas PC is priced at RML, 899 and uses two | anguages -- Ml ay and
Engli sh.

DRB- Hi com has al so nade arrangnents with several banks to provide | oans
where the nonthly instalnment is | ess than RVbO, especially for governnent
servants and nenbers of cooperatives.

Dr Mahathir called on DRB-H com and its subsidiary DH I nfotech, to
| aunch a programre to expand ICT infrastructure and facilities in the rura
ar eas.

They could i npl enent pilot projects in selected schools and introduce
new approaches in computerisation, he said.

"Through these pilot projects, DRB-H comw ||l be able to have a better
i dea of the needs of schools in terns of software,” he added.
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