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MALAYSI A ASKS RUSSI A TO HELP PRESENT VI EW5 TO G- 8

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOWN March 15 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has requested Russia to help
present the views of the devel oping countries on global econonmis issues to
the Group of Eight (G8) devel oped countries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad put forward the request
at his neeting with Russian Prinme M nister Mkhail Kasyanov, here, today.

He said Russia, being a nenber of the G3, could highlight the concerns
of the devel oping countries at the group's neeting as was bei ng done by
France and Japan.

Dr Mahathir said the G8 often nmade deci sions that had serious
reper cussi ons on devel opi ng countri es.

"We are now noving towards |liberalising trade between countries and
this process is being pronoted by the Wrld Trade Organi sati on (WO).

"However, the present systemthat is being proposed favours rich
countries rather than the poor, devel oping countries,”" he told Kasyanov in
hi s openi ng remarks at the neeting.

The G8 groups Britain, Canada, France, Gernmany, Italy, Japan, the
United States and Russi a.

Dr Mahathir said that as Russia had al so experienced the financial
crisis like Malaysia in 1997, it was inportant for the two countries to
exchange information in dealing with the WO and in the shaping of the new
i nternational financial and econom c order.

"We are living in a very difficult period where radical changes are
taki ng pl ace whi ch affect our independence and progress, in particular,
gl obal i sation and a world w thout borders.

"This has already resulted in many countries facing very serious
financial crises,"” he said.

Kasyanov said Russia noted with great interest Malaysia's ability to
overcome the financial crisis in 1997.

"We suffered fromthe same problemthe sane year,'
Russi a had al so managed to overcone the crisis.

Present at the meeting were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Rafidah Aziz,

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui
Meng, Science, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng and
Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz.

After the neeting, Dr Mahathir performed Friday prayers at the Perfect
M ra Mdsque for Friday prayers.
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