02/ 09/ 2002
Mani | a sends ex-congressman to KL for tal ks on deportation

Adri an David; Jaswi nder Kaur

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Former Tawi - Tawi congressman Nur Jaafar will lead a
m ssion to Kuala Lunmpur tonorrow as the Philippines' presidential adviser
to discuss the recent deportation of Filipino illegal imrgrants.

Phi | i ppi ne Anbassador to Mal aysia Jose Brillantes said the del egation
woul d i nclude several key governnent officials representing Philippine
President Goria Arroyo

The del egation al so planned to visit Kota Kinabal u and Sandakan where a
majority of Filipino illegal imrmigrants are detained follow ng the end of
the July 31 amesty deadl i ne.

The Governnent al so i ntroduced new penalties, including jail ternms and
whi pping for illegal immgrants detained.

Nur will call on senior officials of the Hone and Defence mnistries to
di scuss ways to repatriate the Filipinos follow ng the tenporary
suspensi on of their deportation

The nove cane about after Arroyo consulted with Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad two days ago, following Filipino nedia reports
and public outcry over the alleged m streatnent of the detainees by
Mal aysi an aut horities.

Dr Mahathir denied the allegations and invited the Philippines to send
their top officials to visit and i nspect the detention centres.

As Hone M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, who is al so Deputy
Prime Mnister, is away in South Africa, Nur's delegation is expected to
call on Dr Mahathir.

In Kota Kinabal u, Federal Special Task Force (FSTF) head of deportation
Assi stant Conmm ssioner Sidin Karimsaid Nur's del egati on was bound for
Kual a Lunpur.

(The Federal Special Task Force was set up in 1989 to deal with the
| arge presence of illegal inmmgrants in Sabah.)

Sidin said of the 500 illegals housed at the tenporary detention centre
i n Menggatal, about 320 were Filipinos.

"For the time being, we have stopped deporting Filipinos.

"W will allow the mission fromManila to check the situation (at
detention centres) first," he said.

Phi | i ppi ne enbassy second secretary G ovanni Palec is already in Sabah
i ssuing travel docunents to Filipinos returning home.

In Manila, Reuters reports that Arroyo will neet Congress nenbers this
week to seek a united stand on calls for Manila to revive its dornmant
territorial claimto Sabah

Several | awrakers had demanded that the Philippines resurrect the claim
after expressing outrage over alleged m streatnent by Ml aysi an
authorities of deported Filipino illegal workers and their famlies.

"We need consultation on this. Even in Congress, the opinions are
di vided," presidential spokesman |gnaci o Bunye said.

Yesterday, Arroyo appeared to di stance herself from any i medi ate nove
to resurrect the territorial claim saying the dispute "nust be firmy
delinked fromthe i ssue of deportees."”

Meanwhi | e, AFP quoted Phili ppines Foreign Secretary Blas Ople as
criticising politicians for stirring up calls to revive Manila's claimto
Sabah.

"The enoti onal passions generated by the mass deportation crisis from
Sabah, which sone politicians are exacerbating to their own interest, are



again bringing to the fore the |latent issues on Sabah," Ople told the
Manila Bull etin today.
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