07 DEC 2002
Pol i ce-Filipina
MANI LA TO SEND BACK 13- YEAR-OLD M SI AN Gl RL ON MONDAY

KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- Manila is expected to send back a
13-year-ol d Malaysian girl on Monday to facilitate investigation into her
claimthat she was raped in a tenporary inmgration holding centre in
Sabah.

Sabah Conmmi ssioner of Police Datuk Pahl awan Ram i Yusuff said the
Phi | i ppi ne police had contacted their Ml aysian counterpart to finalise the
arrangenent for her return

"The girl will be put under the care of the Wl fare Departnent," he
told reporters here after attending the Hari Raya Aidilfitri open house
hosted by the Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai and consort Toh Puan
Haj ah Siti Rukai yah Panglima Abdul |l ah at their residence in Likas.

He said the case would be investigated under Section 376 of the Pena
Code.

The girl, who was without docunent, was deported to the Philippines in
July this year along with other illegal immgrants.

The al l eged rape of the girl, who was then thought to be a Filipina,
pronpted President G oria Macapagal -Arroyo to wite a letter to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad aski ng the governnent to
i nvestigate the case.

The Mal aysi an police subsequently set up a special teamto probe into
the case and found out, in the cause of the investigation, that the girl
was actually a Ml aysi an.

Asked whet her the parents would al so be questioned, Ranli said:
"Yes...we will call everybody."

On the alleged illegal logging activities in Kal abakan forest in Tawau
as clained by the Sabah Environnmental Protection Association Rami said the
police had yet to receive a report on the matter.

On Thursday, Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at asked those who had
the information on the illegal logging activities to | odge a police report.

"The police are waiting for further information and we will act upon
receiving them" he said.
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