27 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Wor ker s
MANUFACTURI NG SECTOR ENCOURAGED TO USE AUTQOVATI ON

LANGKAW , Jan 27 (Bernama) -- The |ocal manufacturing sector should use
greater automation to overcone the probl emof nmanpower shortage as the
governnent no | onger encourages the recruitment of foreign workers, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

"We don't have enough people of our own. That is why sone
air-conditioned factories are filled with forei gn workers. W want these
factories to use nore nmet hods of automation,” the Prinme M nister said.

He said the government needed to reduce the number of foreign workers,
i ncl udi ng I ndonesi ans, to check the outflow of noney fromthe country.

It woul d be better for jobs in this country to be filled by locals to
prevent nmoney fromflow ng out and to avoid the risk of violence, he told
reporters after the presentation of prizes for the nmen's professiona
category at the lIronman Langkawi, Ml aysi a chanpi onship here.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comrent on the statenent of Home
M nistry Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Seri Aseh Che Mat in Kuala Terengganu
today that the government planned to cut by half the nunber of registered
| ndonesi an workers in the country.

Aseh was reported as saying that registered I ndonesi an workers now
total | ed about 900, 000 and the governnment planned to reduce it to between
450, 000 and 500, 000.

In the triathlon chanpi onshi p, defendi ng chanpi on Bryan Rhodes of New
Zeal and retained his title while second place went to Jason Shortis of
Australia and third place to Lot har Leder of Gernany.

The Prime M nister commended the organi sation of the chanpi onship
saying it showed that Mal aysia had the capability to hold mgjor
i nternational sporting events.

"W hope to organi se this chanpionship every year and attract nore
entries, especially anmong the locals. The government wants to encourage the
organi sation of nore X-treme sports for our youths to participate,” he
sai d.
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