02 FEB 2002
Abdul | ah- Afri ca
MANY AFRI CAN | LLEGAL | MM GRANTS ENTER MALAYSI A THROUGH THAI LAND

KEPALA BATAS, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said
today operations at the Ml aysi a-Thail and border will be stepped up because
many African illegal immgrants enter Ml aysia through Thail and.

"I find that many illegal inm grants conme through the Ml aysi a-Tha
border...as such, the governnent will step up operations in this area to
reduce the nunber of illegal inmgrants, especially those fromthe African
nati ons.

"This is inportant because all this while (the governnent) had focused
on operations in Sabah and Mel aka (waters).

"What' s happening is that nmany enter from Thailand," Abdull ah, who is
al so Home M nister, told a nedia conference after chairing the Kepal a Bat as
Umo division committee neeting, here.

He was asked to comment on the manhunt for a group of African illega
i mm grants who escaped while being ferried fromKuala Lunpur to the Kemayan
detention canp i n Pahang yest erday.

He said 132 of the Africans had been recaptured while 21 were still at
| ar ge.

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia did not stop Africans fromcomng to Malaysia to
i nvest, do business or visit as this was in line with the governnment's
policy to have good rel ati ons and cooperation with other countries in the
worl d, including the African nations.

However, problens arose when nmany inm grants, including those fromthe
African countries, entered the country illegally.

He said they smuggl ed thensel ves into the country through the
Mal aysi a- Thai | and border and al so fromthe south (of the peninsula) and
Sababh.

He said the tightening of security at the borders was not neant to nake
it difficult for citizens of friendly nations to cone to Ml aysi a.

He al so said that those who entered illegally would be deported.

However, he said, deporting African illegal inmmigrants took a long time
because the countries concerned refused to accept themas they did not
documents to prove their country of origin

He said the Foreign Mnistry woul d seek di scussions with the African
countries to resolve the problem

Most of the Africans detained in the operation in Kuala Lunpur
yesterday were believed to be fromLiberia, Cameroon, Zi nbabwe, N geria and
Sierra Leone.

Abdul | ah sai d I nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai briefed
himand Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on the escape
yest er day.

He said police would tighten the procedure for transporting |arge
nunbers of detainees to detention canps to prevent a recurrence of such
i nci dent.

The neasures included using the services of the Federal Reserve Unit
i nstead of the police to escort detainees, he said.

Meanwhil e, in ALOR SETAR, Deputy Honme M ni ster Datuk Chor Chee Heung
said that if investigations showed that the escape was due to police
negl i gence, disciplinary action could be taken agai nst the personne
i nvol ved.

Speaking to reporters after visiting the Pekan C na market, he said the
governnent took a serious view of the natter because incidents of



foreigners naking trouble for the authorities had becone ranpant.
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