13 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Gaya/ BM
MANY CONFI DENT THAT BN WLL WN DR MAHATHI R

DENCKI L, Sel angor, Oct 13 (Bernama) -- Many people were confident that
the Barisan Nasional (BN) will winin the Gaya Parlianentary by-el ection
and so many did not cone out to vote, the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, said today.

"Many were so confident that the BNwill win and so were not even in
the area on polling day," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after witnessing the handi ng over of five
electric trans to Paya | ndah Wetl ands by Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd on the
occasion of the first anniversary of the opening of the wetl ands.

Dr Mahathir said despite the snaller voter turnout, the BN candi date
Li ew Teck Chan won with a big majority.

The BN yesterday retained Gaya with an 11, 923-vote najority conpared to
the 4,117-vote majority in the previous election in 1999.

About 45 per cent out of the 49,427 Gaya voters took part in the
by- el ecti on.

Asked on the suggestion by forner Finance M ni ster Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah t hat he reconsi der his decision to step down as Prinme M nister and
contest in the next general election, Dr Mahathir said he woul d stick to
hi s deci si on.

"l have decided and that's it. | cannot be wavering. Even if | cntinue
I will have to end it also. | have been an el ected representative for a
very long tine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said his struggle in the political arena would continue
even t hough he woul d no | onger be the MP for Kubang Pasu.

He said after stepping down as Prine M nister he woul d have nore tine
to focus on the political field conpared to at present.

"I amretiring fromm post and not quitting politics and | wll
continue to canpaign for the BN and Umo. | will have nore spare time then
conpared to now when there is a lot of work," he added.
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