28 FEB 2002
Mahat hi r - ul ama
MANY VWHO ARE NOT CLAI M NG BE ULAMA, SAYS MAHATHI R

SEPANG, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said his speech at the Wrld Economic Forumin New York was
directed in general at those who clainmed to be ulama but are not Islamc
schol ars.

He said many of themwere nothing but "political ulam" who were trying
to legitimze all wongs conmmitted by their political party and using their
i nfluence to mslead the Mislims.

"For that reason | condemed them because they claimthat only they
have the right to govern a state. This is what they say.

"I feel that a state should be governed by sonmeone who is efficient in
adm nistration," he said at a news conference at the KL Internationa
Airport (KLIA) here on his return fromone nonth overseas trip.

He was asked to comment on PAS allegation that he had insulted ulama in
his speech in New York before Israeli |eader Ariel Sharon.

Dr Mahathir said that it would have been different if those invol ved
were | earned people, but to say sonmeone who had a religious education as an
expert in all fields would be certainly not true.

However, those involved clained that only they could govern.

He said his speech was in general as "political ulam" could be found
ever ywher e.

"W know that in the history of Islamthere were nany ul ama, and we
becone their foll owers, people such as al-CGhazali, Hanafi, Hanbali, Malik
and Shafie, these people had no political interest,” he said.

Prime Mnister also denied that Sharon was present as clainmed at the
econom ¢ forum when he gave the speech

"Mosly Muslinms and sone Christians and Jews present and we nust make
this clear because they are confused that Muslins are terrorists and
irrational,"” he said.

On the National U ama Consultative Council, he said it would be set up
as soon as possible and woul d i nclude as nenbers ul ama who had no politica
i nterest.
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