06 MAY 2002
Syed Hanmi d- Meno
MAPHI LI NDO TO SI GN PACT TOMORROW TO CHECK TERRORI SM

RAWANG, Sel angor, May 6 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysia, the Philippines and
I ndonesia will sign a menmorandumtonorrowto strengthen cooperationin
checking terrorist activities especially cross border terrorism Ml aysian
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

The three countries had al ready agreed to the draft nmenorandumon this,
he told reporters after visiting a pharmaceutucal product sterilisation
conpany, Sterilgama Sdn Bhd, here.

Syed Hami d woul d sign for Mal aysia, the Philippines by its mnister and
the I ndonesi a Foreign M nister would sign for his country.

He said t he nenorandumwas being signed in conjunction with the
presence of Philippine President oria Arroyo Macapagal in Mal aysi a
t onor r ow.

The Philippine President will arrive in Kuala Lunmpur tonorrowto
present a worki ng paper at the 35th I nternati onal General Meeting of the
Paci fi c Basin Econoni c Council .

Syed Ham d said by signing the nenorandum the three countries were of
the viewthat there was a pressing need for integrated action to counter
terrorist activities.

"Through the menorandumthe security forces of all three countries wll
step up cooperation to counter terrorist activities," he said.

On the neeting bet ween President Arroyo and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t onorrow, Syed Hami d said there was no speci fi c agenda
for discussion but the i ssue of countering terrorist activities was |ikely
to draw the interest of both | eaders.

Syed Ham d sai d the menorandumwas the prine nover in the forging of
cl ose cooperati on anong Asean nmenber nations in countering terrorismand he
expressed t he hope ot her nenber nations would join in |ater.

On the statement by several Non-Governnental O ganisations (NGO that
t hey woul d not cooperate for 100 days with the Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts
Conmi ssi on ( Suhakan), Syed Hami d sai d Suhakamneed not heed their wi shes.

"If the government were to abi de by any and every wish of the NGGs, it
will certainly bring the country's adm nistrationto a halt," the Foreign
M ni ster said.

He said the NGOs concerned did not represent the nmajority of the
peopl e.

"There are some NGOs with only one or two nenbers but they speak as
t hough they represent the majority of the people,” he said.

Syed Ham d said the inportant thing was for Suhakamto play its role as
| aid down in the Suhakam Act .

On the accident in North Korea in which nine Ml aysians were kil l ed,
Syed Hanmi d i n expressing his condolences to their famlies, said the
Mal aysi an Enbassy in Beijing would arrange for the renai ns to be sent hone.

The enmbassy woul d al so arrange for the sendi ng hone of Mal aysi ans who
were injured in the acci dent which occurred when their tour bus plunged
i nto disused m ning pool about 40KMnorth of Pyongyang.
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