12/ 11/ 2002

Mara head to di scuss non-Bumi puteras' | ukewarmresponse to MRSMs

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Mara chairnman Datuk Abu Seman Yusop said today he was
willing to neet and discuss with any party about the | ukewarm response to
pl aces offered for non-Bum putera students in Mara juni or science colleges
( MRSMs) .

He said he was adopting an open approach on the matter as the nove was
aimed at fostering good relations anong the races.

"W are willing to discuss the issue and find a solution. W have pl aced
advertisenents in newspapers about places offered in MRSMs but the
response from non-Bum putera students has not been encouragi ng. "

He was commenting on a statenent by MCA Youth head Datuk Ong Tee Keat,
who sai d yesterday that the novenent would seek a neeting with Mara to
di scuss the | ukewar m response.

Ong said that although the Governnent allocated 500 seats for non-

Bum putera students to enter Form Four at MRSM only 251 sat the
qual i fying test.

Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had in June said that a 10
per cent quota would be allocated to non-Bum puteras for matricul ati on
courses in public universities and MRSMs. He said the nove was ai ned at
fostering racial integration and national unity.

Meanwhil e, M C Youth head S. A Vigneswaran said the novenent planned to
conduct a nationw de drive to educate |Indians about the opportunity to
study at MRSMs. He said the novenent's education bureau had been asked to
conduct a study to identify the reasons for the | ukewarm response. He said
one reason coul d be ignorance on the part of parents and the students.
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