08/ 07/ 2002

Mastering English: A positive nove forward

MJUAR, Sun. - Many young Mal aysians fail to get jobs because they are
unable to communicate well in English, MCA vice-president Datuk Chua Ju
Meng sai d.

He said the Governnent's enphasis on English was to hel p students master
t he | anguage whi ch woul d eventually increase their marketability.

"That's why we support Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
call to master English as a bold and positive step forward for the
country,"” he said at the 90th anniversary dinner of the Chung Hwa Hi gh
School here last night.

Chua, who is Health Mnister and MCA national English-speaking bureau
chief, said the use of Bahasa Mal aysia by the other non-Mal ay races needed
to be constantly inproved too as it was the | anguage used by the different
races in the country.

He said that even in China nowthere is nore interest to | earn English
and sonme Ml aysian entrepreneurs had already capitalised on the need for
English teachers by setting up | anguage schools in various parts of the
country.

Chua said with the huge anpbunt of foreign direct investnment into China
and the country's entry into the Wrld Trade Organi sation, it realised the
i nportance of mastering the international |ingua franca.
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