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MB: Singapore's stand on water issue a stunbling block to ties

Chong Chee Seong

MJAR, Sat. - The unw I lingness of Singapore to conpromise in settling the
water pricing dispute with Mal aysia has posed a stunbling block to efforts
in solving the outstanding bilateral issues between the two countries.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said the republic had
constantly insisted on its rights under the existing water agreenent
wi t hout giving much consideration to its neighbourly relations with
Mal aysi a.

"Where in the world can you buy untreated water at three sen per 1,000
gallons (as stipulated in the existing agreenments)?

"This is nuch too | ow and Johor has been | osing noney for years in
supplying water to the republic.

"It seenms that Singapore is not facing reality on this issue.”

Ghani, nonetheless, said it was insignificant whether Singapore would
all ow the water agreenments to | apse as Johor is ready with contingency
pl ans.

The plans include the conpletion of the Semangar water treatment plant
in Kota Tinggi next year which will end Johor's dependency on treated
wat er supply from Si ngapore

The RVM648 million Semangar plant will produce 160 mllion gallons of
treated water per day.

Under the two existing water agreenents w th Singapore, Johor is buying
37 million gallons of treated water from Si ngapore per day at 50 sen per
1, 000 gal |l ons.

In return, the State sells 350 mllion gallons of raw water per day to
the republic at three sen per 1,000 gallons.

Ghani al so concurred with the proposal by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad that there should be a tinme frame in resolving the
di spute over the price of water supplied to Singapore.

He said the Johor Government woul d abi de by what ever decisi on nade by
t he Federal Covernnent on the water issue.

"I have to agree with Dr Mahathir that this matter should not be all owed
to drag on indefinitely."

Ghani said this after |aunching the "Merdeka Month" cel ebrations at
Sekol ah Kebangsaan Bukit Ganbir, about 30km from here.

On Singapore's reclamati on project along the Johor and Tebrau straits,
Ghani said the State CGovernnment had drawn "strategi c measures” to counter
the environnental threat along the Johor coastline resulting fromthe
proj ect .

However, he declined to el aborate on the neasures.

"W have to take our own neasures because Singapore does not seemto
show any concern that the project is affecting its nei ghbour

"W will also closely nonitor the progress of the project,” he said.

The recl amati on project has so far narrowed the Johor Strait to as cl ose
as 700 netres at sonme points along the coastline of Tanjung Pengeli h.

It was learnt that the project will possibly close the shipping passage
between the republic's Pulai Tekong and Pul au Ubin, effectively
jeopardi sing the operations at the Johor Port in Pasir Gudang.
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