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MALAYSI A WANTS SOUTH KOREA' S SUPPORT | N COVBATI NG TERRCORI SM

By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

SEQUL, May 23 (Bernama) -- Malaysia has reiterated its call for the
conveni ng of an international conference on terrorismso that a clear
definition of terrorismcan be decided.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said that Ml aysi a hoped
that South Korea could lend its voice and support for such a conference so
that the subject could be discussed conprehensively to establish the best
means to elimnate and resolve this terrible nenace.

Describing the fight against terrorismas a major global concern, he
stressed that the fight against terrorism"while remaining a priority for
al I, should not be expanded to include other agendas".

In his address at the state banquet hosted in his honour by President
Ki m Dae- Jung at The Bl ue House here tonight, Dr Mahathir said: "There is
al so an urgent need to have a clear definition of terrorism

"This will enable us to distinguish between a genui ne freedom fighter
and the one who is notivated by a m splaced sense of injustice and
gri evances, " he said.

On bilateral relations with South Korea, Dr Mahathir noted that both
countries had succeeded i n overcom ng the 1997 econoni c and fi nanci al
crisis with policy nmeasures that were appropriate and suitable to their
respective probl ens.

"As we have learnt fromthat episode, all countries in the East Asian
regi on should work together and reformthe international financial
architectute to ensure that our econonm es can deal effectively with the
chal | enges of globalisation and the volatile financial flows," he said.

The prime minister expressed his gratitude to the Korean governnent for
the support of Malaysia's "Look East" policy and trust that Korea would
continue to accept nore Mal aysians in her universities and institutions of
hi gher | ear ni ng.

He said that the policy, which started with Japan, was expanded to
i nclude Korea as the work ethics of the Korean people were val ues Ml aysi a
desired to enulate in order to attain econonic progress.

He said that since the inplementation of the policy, 1,182 Ml aysi ans
have undergone training in various programes in Korea, besides 500
students who pursued their studies at Korean institutions of higher
| earni ng under the technical training progranmne.

Dr Mahathir said: "The Look East policy therefore is a very inportant
component of our relations with the Republic of Korea and these two
programres have served very well in our efforts to devel op our human
resources."

He said that Mal aysia was committed to inproving cordial ties with
Korea whi ch have grown steadily since the establishnent of diplonmatic
relations in 1960.

He said that Korea was at present Ml aysia's eighth |argest gl oba
trading partner and its ninth |l argest export narket. Last year, Korea was
the sixth largest foreign investor in the Ml aysi an manufacturing sector.

"The continuing political and econom c stability of Malaysia, and to ny
governnent's comm tnent to providing a positive business environnent for
all investors wi thout doubt nmakes Mal aysia a nost prom sing and suitable
venue for your investnents," he told Kim

Dr Mahathir al so congratulated Kimfor his effort in trying to pronote
reconciliation with North Korea foll owing his successful sunmit neeting



with his northern counterpart, KimJong-il, in June 2000.
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