07/ 09/ 2002

PM Asia needs regional forumfor networking in information technol ogy

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Asia needs a regional forumfor networking in
i nformati on technology to create a culture of risk-taking and know edge
sharing, and to nurture creativity anong its youth.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d such an environnment
was needed for the region to benefit froma know edge-based econony.

He added that such a culture was also essential to nurturing creativity
anong the region's youth and to bring back Asian talent which had m grated
to Western countri es.

Dr Mahathir identified the lack of creativity anong Asian youth and the
absence of a conducive environnent for researchers as key chall enges for
t he region.

"There may be an urgent need for an Asian-wide intellectual forumto
enabl e our researchers to constantly network, exchange ideas and
col  aborate with each ot her

"Such forunms will ensure that our researchers are not confined within
the boundaries of their own universities or countries,” he said in his
speech at the Second Asia Pacific ICIT Anmards cerenony at the Sunway Lagoon
Resort Hotel tonight.

H s speech was read by Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Tan
Sri Bernard Domnpok.

Dr Mahathir said these forums were comon in the West and focused purely
on the latest research and intellectual findings.

He al so called on Asian corporations to follow the private sector in the
West, which initiated its own research and devel opnent and shared
know edge by patenting its intellectual property.

Unfortunately, a lot of Asian corporations do not provide adequate
support for ongoing research and devel opnent. They tend to inhibit the
creative culture by enphasising shorttermgains for the conpany.

Significant findings are often not shared for fear of [osing one's
conpetitive edge or due to unwillingness to risk new ventures.

He noted that Asia was hanpered froma nore rapid shift to a K-econony
because of its | ow nunber of researchers.

The nost advanced Sout heast Asian countries had between 30 and 50
researchers per 10,000 popul ation, while a country like Finland had cl ose
to 100 researchers, he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that Asian governnments had to collaborate in
protecting intellectual property across the region, harnonising cyber |aws
and enhanci ng co-operation between research centres.

In Mal aysia, he said, nore | ocal companies had started research and
devel opnent in ICT

He said to encourage |ICT entrepreneurship, a critical nmass of
technopreneurs with the ai mof making them gl obal players had to be
created.

To start Ml aysi ans young, a Smart School progranme has been i npl enent ed
to foster creativity and innovation in children.

Dr Mahathir said the Asia Pacific ICT Awards were a platformfor ICT
researchers to network and benchmark their products agai nst regiona
st andar ds.

The awards were introduced | ast year to encourage innovati on anmong the
region's small-and-medi umenterprises and individuals in the ICT industry
as well as help them penetrate the world market.



Mal aysi a won three of the 13 Apicta 2002 awards today. The wi nners were
@ obetronics Miultimedi a Tehnol ogy Sdn Bhd in the industrial applications
category, Asiatravelmart Sdn Bhd in the tourismcategory and Victoria
Institution's Lee Teck Hua in the secondary school student project
cat egory.
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