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Chogmterrorism

MALAYSI A HAS ORDERED FREEZE ON ASSETS OF ORGANI SATI ONS SPONSORI NG
TERRORI STS

By: Abdul Aziz Harun

COOLUM (Australia), March 3 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has ordered | ocal
banks to freeze the assets of organi sations found to be sponsoring or
connected with terrorism said Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d
Al bar.

He said the action was inline with the United Nations Security Counci l
Resol ution 1317 whi ch outlined various nmeasures to fight terrorism

The Ml aysi an banks had been issued with a U. S.-prepared |ist of
organi sati ons and their nenbers two nont hs ago, directing themto freeze
the assets i f they cane across such organi sati ons and i ndi viduals, he told
Mal aysi a journalists after acconpanyi ng Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi to t he second executive sessi on of the Conmmronweal th
Heads of Governnent Meeting (CHOGM) here today.

Syed Ham d, however, said he could not say how many accounts had been
freezed.

He al so said the Commonweal t h heads of governnment had agreed in
principle to accept the anti-terrorismaction plan which was fornul ated by
t he Conmonweal th foreign ministers at their neeting in London | ast January.

He said the plan anong ot hers enphasi sed on the need to standardize
crimnal |aws to enable actions to be taken against terrorists in any
Commonweal t h countries and the need to have nore inter-civilisation
di al ogue anong nmenber countri es.

Al so, there nust be cooperation in exchange of information in the fight
agai nst terrorismfromvarious aspects including cutting off the
terrorists' source of funding in any Cormonweal th country, he said.

Mal aysia is a menber of the Commopnwealth committee on terrorism
together with Australia, Bahamas, Canada, India, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Tanzani a, Tonga and Britain.

On the discussion on terrorismat the executive session, Syed Hami d
sai d several Commonweal th | eaders had voiced views sinmilar to that of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

This included the call not to associate terrorismwi th Islam the need
for aclear definition of terrorismand the proposal to include U N inthe
fight against terrorism

He said it showed that many countries were facing an al nost sinilar
problemin matters involving terrorismand were finding ways to fight it.

"CHOGMin principle agrees that the fight against terrori smshoul d not
be connected to a comunity, religion or culture,” he said.

He said it should not be seen as fighting Islamas this could be very
dangerous to the world and coul d | ead to bigger conflict.
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