25 MAR 2002
Cuepacs- SSB
MATRI X LI KELY TO STAY BUT W TH | MPROVED VERSI ON

| POH, March 25 (Bernanmm) -- Cuepacs' dermand for the automatic scrappi ng
of the matrix systemmay not be fruitful but it's confident the revi ew of
the New Remuneration Scheme (SSB) will still bring good news for the one
mllion civil servants in the country.

Its president Datuk N. Siva Subramani am said the Public Services
Departnment (PSD) was not in favour of doing away with the three-tier salary
scheme but was ready to inprove it and reduce its weaknesses.

"W want the matrix systemto be scrapped all together because it has
caused so rmuch confusi on and di ssatisfaction anong civil servants. But the

Governnent was not willing to accept our request," he told reporters after
closing a parenting senm nar here yesterday.
Despite that, Siva said Cuepacs would still pursue the matter during

its discussions with the PSD before the Government nmade a final decision on
t he SSB.

Last week, Chief Secretary to the Government, Tan Sri Sansudi n Gsman
said the PSD woul d resubmit its SSB review report to Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad after the departnment and Cuepacs had fine-tuned
it.

Dr Mahathir had directed the PSDto | ook into several matters in the
initial report subnmtted to himbecause it would involve an esti mated
addi tional expenditure of RML billion.

Cuepacs has been asking the Government to abolish the SSB due to what
it sees as anomalies in the system It said the matri x systemwas out dated
and wanted a single-layer systemwhich woul d anong ot hers, stress
ef ficiency and workers' productivity.

Si va sai d based on discussions with the PSD, Cuepacs was confident the
revi ew woul d provi de better opportunities for civil servants in term of
nmore pronotions and sal ary adj ust nents.

"We are happy with the outcone during our prelinmnary discussions with
the PSD. The problemis with the high cost involved as the Governnent does
not want to be burdened with financial inplications,” he added.

He said Cuepacs affiliates had been asked to give feedback on the
review and he was confident everything would be finalised by end of the
year.

Siva al so urged the Education Mnistry to be nore flexible in granting
perm ssion to teachers who want to go on optional retirenent.

"Many teachers want to retire early for various reasons but they can't
get pernmission fromthe mnistry. There's no point hol ding teachers who are
not keen to teach anynore or want to enter the private sector," he added

At the nonent, applications were scrutinised on a case-by-case basis
and in sone instance, the mnistry had rejected applications fromteachers
who had recomendati ons fromdoctors.

"The ministry's reason is this is an essential service. But there are
| ots of people who are keen on beconi ng teachers now," he added.

Siva, who is also the National Union of Teaching Profession (NUTP)
secretary-general, said he hoped that the mnistry would consider the
appeal as its would benefit al nbst 300,000 teachers in the service.
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